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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.  

The most 

severe flood 

event in living 

memory was in 

1991 when 

76mm of rain 

fell in just 2 

hours. 

There have 

been 4 

significant 

flood events in  

Ballarat City 

between 1988 

and 2011. 

Local flood information  

Why does Ballarat City flood? 

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen quickly and many not receive an 

official warning. Although these floods only last a short time, they can cause severe damage. 

◼ Flooding in Ballarat CBD is usually caused by very heavy rainfall from local thunderstorms. 

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. 

Although these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.   

◼ Gnarr Creek may quickly rise, causing water to 

overflow it’s banks near Doveton Street. 

◼ The floodwater then flows down Market, Mair and 

Grenville Streets before reaching and flooding Bridge 

Mall.  

◼ Gnarr Creek rises very quickly during major storms 

and can take as little as two hours to reach highest 

levels. 

◼ In areas with higher development, very little of the 

water can be absorbed into the ground.  



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8  for more information.  
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◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of the amount of rainfall that could cause flooding in the area.  

Rainfall  

(millimetres) 
Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

76mm in 2 

hours 

1991 flood event 

Flood level shown on map, see page 4.  

◼ 1991 was the largest flood for Gnarr Creek. A significant number of 

buildings were impacted in Lydiard Street and Bridge Mall areas. 

◼ Access may be cut to most roads (greater than 0.5m), including Main 

Road, Bridge Mall, Lydiard Street and Doveton Street.  

118mm in 12 

hours 
Rainfall level causes major impacts 

148mm in 48 

hours 

1933 flood event 

◼ The Yarrowee River flooded.  

◼ The White Horse Bridge across the Yarrowee River was destroyed. 

100mm in 48 

hours 

1988 flood event 

◼ The Gnarr Creek flooded.  

◼ Buildings were impacted in Creswick Road, Lydiard Street North, Mair and 

Curtis Streets. 

84mm in 12 

hours 
Rainfall level causes moderate impacts 

71mm in 12 

hours 

◼ More extensive flooding may impact the Ballarat Bowling Club and the 

Ballarat Croquet Club next to the Eastern Oval.  

◼ Minor flooding may impact Steinfeld Street.  

62 mm in 12 

hours 
Rainfall level causes minor impacts 

100mm in 72 

hours 

1909 flood event 

◼ Yarrowee River flooded but most damage was as a result of the storm. 

31mm in 12 

hours 

2011 flood event 

◼ Businesses in Mair Street and Bridge Mall were impacted by floodwater 

and storm damage.  

◼ Flooding may cut access to Havelock and Anderson Streets.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the rainfall details in the table to help you decide 

when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood 

event. The rainfall in the CBD may be quite different than recorded at the 

Ballarat Aerodrome given it is over 10 kilometres away from the CBD. 

◼ During a flood: Use the predicted rainfall and warning information to 

understand what the  potential impacts may be for you and your 

community.  

*The rainfall measurement is recorded at the Ballarat Aerodrome Rainfall Gauge. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different 

flood heights and flows.  
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Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

Your local services 

2017 

Source: The Courier 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority 

ccma.vic.gov.au | 1800 002 262  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ City of Ballarat  

   ballarat.vic.gov.au | 03 5320 5500  

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV)  

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings together 

2D, 3D and live data in a single online place for everyone 

to use. The portal hosts some flood mapping data. 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-ballarat-city-council
https://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 107.9 FM , 584 AM and 774 AM, 102.3 FM, 103.1 FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml  

Page 8 

@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency


 

 



 

 


