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This material/publication was produced with funding provided by the Australian Government in partnership  
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Page 2 

For more information visit: ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe 

Victorian State Emergency Service acknowledges Aboriginal Traditional Owners of 

Country throughout Victoria and pays respect to their cultures and Elders past and 

present. 

Contents  

Content reviewed: April 2025  

◼ Local flood information  Page 3 

         Why does Koo Wee Rup flood? Page 3 

         How do floods impact communities? Page 3 

         Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  Page 4 

         What might happen in a flood in your area? Page 5 

         Previous flood impacts Page 5 

         What roads are likely to flood? Page 6 

         Your local services Page 6 

◼ Plan and prepare for floods Page 7 

◼ What to do in a flood emergency  Page 8 

◼ Sandbag Guide  Page 9 

Disclaimer: Victoria State Emergency Service assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or 

omissions for any of the content in this document.  

https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/


Koo Wee Rup Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

2012 flooding at 

Boundary Road 

Drain resulted 

in 25-30 

properties being 

evacuated. 

There have 

been four 

significant 

flood events in  

Koo Wee Rup 

between 2011 

and 2024. 

Local flood information  

Why does Koo Wee Rup flood? 

Koo Wee Rup is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, 

which can happen separately or at the same time. Both are usually 

caused by heavy rainfall.  

Floodwater usually moves quite slowly due to the flat land in the area.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Bunyip River, Yallock Creek and/or Western Port Bay rise and overflow 

their banks, spilling water onto land. The most common cause is prolonged heavy rainfall.  

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

Flash flooding can cause localised short duration isolation.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event that would measure at 

least 4.76 metres high at the Koo Wee Rup gauge.   

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-and-environment/water-management/rainfall-and-river-levels#/reader/228395A


What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

provides an idea of what to expect in a significant 1% AEP flood, as shown on the map on page 4.  
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Previous flood impacts 

Understanding the impacts of past floods can help you anticipate impacts of future flood events.  

June 2012 Flood 

◼ Over 58 millilitres of rainfall within 

24 hours resulted in the Bunyip 

River reaching a height of 4.41 

meters, causing moderate flooding 

at the Boundary Road Drain.  

◼ As a precautionary measure more 

than 30 properties were evacuated. 

◼ Properties flooded along  

Salmon Street, Ti-Tree Lane, 

Blackfish Drive and Henry Street.  

February 2011 Flood 

◼ Emergency evacuation alert sent to 

6,000 residents in Iona, Cora Lynn, 

Koo Wee Rup and Bayles. 

◼ 51 patients were evacuated from 

the Koo Wee Rup Hospital due to 

the potential isolation of the 

building. 

◼ Farms between McDonalds Drain 

Road , Ballarto Road and Fechner 

Road were flooded. 

Isolation risk ◼ Koo Wee Rup has the potential to become isolated, although the 

town itself is expected to remain relatively dry.  

Properties 

at risk  

◼ Approximately 350 properties in Koo Wee Rup, Koo Wee Rup 

North, Pakenham South and parts of Dalmore are likely to flood. 

Community 

Infrastructure at 

risk  

◼ St John the Baptist Primary School on Station Street in Koo Wee 

Rup sports grounds are likely to flood.   

◼ Westernport Nursing Home on Koo Wee Rup-Longwarry Road in 

Koo Wee Rup affected by isolation of Koo Wee Rup town.  

Essential 

Infrastructure at 

risk 

◼ Koo Wee Rup Hospital possibly affected by access issues as a 

result of the South Gippsland Highway being cut off by floodwater, 

along with local roads; Rossiter Road west of the Hospital; Sybella 

Avenue; Koo Wee Rup Road; and Koo Wee Rup-Longwarry Road 

in Bayles.  

The hospital itself is expected to remain relatively dry. 

◼ Koo Wee Rup Police Station and CFA Fire Station could  

become isolated if local roads are flooded.  

◼ The Telephone Exchange in Bayles could become isolated from 

the closure of Ballarto Road, Main Drain Road and  

Koo Wee Rup-Longwarry Road due to floodwater.  



◼ Alexandra Avenue ◼ Henry Street ◼ McKays Road 

◼ Amber Lane  ◼ Hudson Lane  ◼ Mickle Street  

◼ Ballarto Road  ◼ Jade Avenue  ◼ Milla Way  

◼ Bollen Way  ◼ John Street  ◼ Moody Street  

◼ Boormani Court   ◼ Koo Wee Rup Bypass  ◼ Quinny Street  

◼ Boundary Drain Road  ◼ Lapis Street  ◼ Rossiter Road  

◼ Catani Avenue  ◼ Longwarry Road, Bayles  ◼ Ruby Avenue  

◼ Daleys Road  ◼ Longwarry Road, Modella ◼ Salmon Street  

◼ Denhams Road  ◼ Longwarry Road, Modella ◼ Silver Way  

◼ Diamond Drive  ◼ Main Drain Road South  ◼ South Gippsland Highway  

◼ Emerald Grove  ◼ McDonalds Drain Road  ◼ Sybella Avenue  

◼ Fechner Road  ◼ McDonalds Drain Road East   

Stay safe by never driving through flood water. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a significant 1% AEP flood, as shown on the map on page 4, the roads listed below may 
become flooded and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its  
warnings, see page 8 for more information. 
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Cardinia Shire Council 

cardinia.vic.gov.au | 1300 787 624 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-cardinia-shire-council
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 

ABC Melbourne 774  

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml
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