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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways 
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Local flood information  

Why does Apollo Bay flood? 

Apollo Bay is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash 

flooding, which can happen separately or at the same time. 

Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall. 

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Barham River rises and overflows  

its banks, and spills water onto land.  

◼ The Barham River flows through the western side of 

Apollo Bay, usually draining into Bass Strait. Excess 

water from Anderson Creek near the ocean can end up 

flowing into the Barham River potentially causing, or 

adding to flooding to surrounding paddocks. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage. 

Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.  

Heavy flooding 

at Skenes 

Creek, Wild 

Dog Creek and 

Barham River in 

1911 saw the 

newly built 

bridge wash 

away. 

There have 

been several 

significant 

flood events in  

Apollo Bay 

between 1899 

and 2022. 



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information 

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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◼ Heavy storms and 

landslides isolated 

Apollo Bay for four 

days. 

May 1925 Flood June 2007 Flood January 2011 Flood 

◼ Flooding in town was 

caused by two days 

of heavy rainfall that 

fell across the Otway 

Ranges. 

◼ Flooding caused the 

Great Ocean Road 

to be closed 

between Apollo Bay 

and Lorne. 

Landslide risk due to flooding 

Flooding in Apollo Bay and nearby areas can lead to landslides, which may 

cause the closure of the Great Ocean Road. This can isolate the town for 

several days after a flood. 

Floodwater 

height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts  

2.68m Flooding over floor level of the house opposite the caravan park. 

2.21m 
Barham River flooding Number 80 (Barham River Road) and the main 

sections of the caravan park. 

1.72m Barham River flooding the road crossing over Anderson Creek. 

1.40m One house isolated opposite Caravan Park. 

1.30m Lower section of the Caravan Park begins to flood. 

*The height measurement is at the Paradise gauge on the Barham River, located 3.5km north west of Apollo Bay. This gauge 

is not monitored by the Bureau of Meteorology. 

What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights. 

Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in 

a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what 

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments 

◼ Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority 

ccma.vic.gov.au | 1800 002 262  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning 

◼ Colac Otway Shire  

colacotway.vic.gov.au | 03 5232 9400  

Barham River Road, 1976 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more  

information 

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV) 

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings together 

2D, 3D and live data in a single online place for everyone 

to use. The portal hosts some flood mapping data. 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event. 

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au  

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-colac-otway-shire-council
https://www.colacotway.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 774AM / 89.5FM, Mixx 95.9FM, 1134AM 3CS  

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml  
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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