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Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 
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Bruthen, Wiseleigh & Mossiface Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to no 

time to prepare 

and take action.   

The largest flood 

on record was in 

1998 when the 

floodwater 

reached 11.96 

metres at the 

Tambo River 

gauge.  

There have 

been 4 

significant flood 

events in the 

area between 

1998 and 

2016. 

Local flood information  

Bruthen, Wiseleigh and Mossiface are at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which 

can happen separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Tambo River rises and overflows its banks, and spills water onto land.  

◼ Bruthen, Wiseleigh and Mossiface are built along the Tambo River and parts of the towns 

roads are near the Mossiface Flats floodplain, a naturally low-lying area more likely to be 

impacted in a flood.  

◼ Little River, Timbarra River, Tambo River South Branch, Swifts Creek, Haunted Stream, 

Junction Creek and Dead Horse Creek all flow into the Tambo River that can cause or add 

to existing flooding.   

◼ Rainfall from as far away as Mount Elizabeth and The Great Dividing Range can end up 

flowing into the Tambo River, potentially causing, or adding to flooding. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall naturally causing the water to 

pool. More buildings and less green spaces can impact this. 

Why does the Bruthen, Wiseleigh and Mossiface area flood? 



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 9 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event that would measure at least 

11.9 metres high on the gauge downstream of Ramrod Creek. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) which means there is a 1% 

chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what the potential impacts 

may be for you and your community.  

Floodwater 

Height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

4.1m Minor flood level 

 

• Swan Reach Road at Mossiface between School Road and Baines Road is unpassable 

from water across the road.   

• Tambo Upper Road at Stephensons Road, Tambo Upper is unpassable from water 

across the road.   

• Evans Track (Ramrod) Bridge is submerged under dangerous fast flowing water.  

• Tambo River at the Mossiface Flats begins to flood across the low lying areas including 

the Tambo River Old Course, Blumes, Farmers, Hoffman and Curtis Lanes.   

6.9m Moderate flood level 

 

• The Tambo River will continue to flow across the Mossiface Flats covering a larger area.  

• The East Gippsland Rail Trail walking track will be flooded between Swan Reach Road 

and Giles Street at Wiseleigh, Deep Creek Trestle Bridge at Wiseleigh and between 

Station Road and Main Street, Bruthen.  

9.15m 

• The Great Alpine Road between Station Road, Wiseleigh and Station Road, Bruthen 

has water across many sections of road.  

• Low-lying areas of Bruthen-Nowa Nowa Road at the intersection of Tambo Upper Road 

is unpassable from water across the road. 

• Tambo Upper Road, Bruthen between Bruthen-Nowa Nowa Road and Jennings Road is 

unpassable from water across the road.   

9.7m 2012 flood event, see page 6. 

10.0m Major flood level 

10.99 

• Low lying areas of Bruthen Recreation Reserve and Bruthen Caravan Park are flooded. 

• The Gippsland Rail Trail between Bruthen and Wiseleigh is flooded.  

• Tambo Upper Road, Bruthen between Bruthen-Nowa Nowa Road and Jennings Road 

remains unpassable, with flood water across a larger area and more depth.  

11.96m 1% Annual Exceedance Probability 

 

• Homes and properties at lowing areas on Main Street can be flooded.  

• Bruthen-Nowa Nowa Road at Bruthen Recreation and near the intersection of Tambo 

Upper Road have water across the road, isolating properties between these points.    

• Properties on Tambo Upper Road between Bruthen-Nowa Nowa Road and Jennings 

Road are impacted by floodwater.  

• Low lying areas of the Gippsland Rail Trail south of Mossiface are flooded.  

12.0m 1998 flood event, see page 6. 

What might happen in a flood in your area?  
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Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

*The height measurement is at the Tambo River flood gauge downstream of Ramrod Creek. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different flood 

heights and flows. 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67202/IDV67202.584014.plt.shtml
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June 1998 Flood Event 

11.96  

Metres 

188mm 

48 hours^ 

Previous flood impacts  

The largest flood event on record occurred after the areas of the catchment and throughout East Gippsland 

received more than 100mm of rain a day, for several days during a storm event that also had gale force winds.  

Extensive flooding throughout Gippsland left 

many households and businesses without 

power and communications for several days.  

The Great Alpine Road at Bruthen, the 

Princes Highway at Swan Reach and Lakes 

Entrance and many local roads were blocked 

by flood water, isolating residents for days.  

The estimated damage was $45 million. 

 

June 2012 Flood Event 

On 4th of June 2012 areas of the East Gippsland received more than 150mm in 24 hours, breaking many of the 

areas previous daily rainfall records and causing major flooding at most of the catchments.  

Power and telecommunication outages affected the area between Bruthen and the New South Wales border, with 

some communities affected for more than 3 

days.  

Fred Albert Bridge at Stephensons Road was 

destroyed during this event, and rebuilt higher.  

Bridges, roads and recreational areas 

throughout Gippsland were damaged with 

council asset damages estimated at $10 

million.  

9.7  

Metres 

177mm 

24 hours^ 

^ Mount Elizabeth rain gauge 

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

^ Ensay rain gauge 

Image: Stephensons Road, Tambo Upper. 2012 

Image: Bruthen Caravan Park (Greg Ridsdale Memorial Caravan Park), 

1998. DEECA (DELWP).   



 Page 7 

Your local services 

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV)  

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings together 

2D, 3D and live data in a single online place for everyone 

to use. The portal hosts some flood mapping data. 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event. 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 10 for more 

information. 

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au  

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

Catchment Management Authority 

For flood advice and information on flood 

levels or depths when developing your 

property.  

◼ East Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority 

egcma.com.au | 03 5152 1184 

Local Council 

For relief and recovery support after a flood 

event.  

◼ East Gippsland Shire Council 

eastgippsland.vic.gov.au  

03 5153 9500  

East Gippsland Emergency Dashboard 

East Gippsland Shire Council’s Emergency Dashboard provides community with centralised 

real-time access to emergency information including weather, emergency warnings, road 

closures, river heights and power outages.  

To support community preparedness the East Gippsland 

Emergency Dashboard provides access to: 

◼ Local Flood Guides, via the Victoria State Emergency 

Service website, and 

◼ Community Emergency Management Plans and  

Local Incident Management Plans on the  

‘Your Community’ page.  

Go to emergencydashboard.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au  

https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://egcma.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-east-gippsland-shire-council
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/
emergencydashboard.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au


Page 8 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 100.7 FM or 828 AM, REGFM 105.5 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/east_gippsland.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/east_gippsland.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency





