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Genoa, Gipsy Point and Mallacoota 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 
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How do floods impact communities? 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1978, 

when the 

Genoa River 

peaked at 4.8m 

at Genoa River 

at The Gorge.  

There have 

been 9 

significant 

flood events in  

the Genoa 

Valley 

between 1975 

and 2011. 

Local flood information  

Why do Genoa, Gipsy Point and Mallacoota flood? 

Towns within the area that are most likely to be impacted during a flood event are:  

◼ Genoa  ◼ Gypsy Point ◼ Mallacoota ◼ Wangarabell 

Genoa, Gipsy Point and Mallacoota are at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which 

can happen separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Genoa River, Wallagarauh River or Mallacoota Inlet rises and overflows their 

banks, and spill water onto land.  

◼ Genoa and Wangarabell are built along the Genoa River, while Gypsy Point and Mallacoota are 

built around Wallagaraugh River and  Mallacoota Inlet. Parts of the towns are on the floodplain, 

the naturally low-lying areas more likely to be impacted in a flood.  

◼ Rainfall from as far away as New South Wales can end up flowing into the Genoa River, 

Wallagaraugh River and Mallacoota Inlet potentially causing, or adding to flooding. 

◼ Low-lying coastal areas in Mallacoota Inlet may flood due to storm surges caused by strong 

winds and low pressure during storms, resulting in an abnormal rise in sea level and the 

formation of large waves.  

◼ Abnormally high tides are a natural and predictable exceptionally high tide where the ocean 

meets the land. They may cause or add to existing flooding. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although these 

floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall naturally causing the water to pool.  

◼ Genoa River and may quickly rise, causing water to rise and overflow its banks.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If these maps show potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ These map shows the area of Genoa likely to flood in a minor (1.9 metres) and major (4.0m) 

flood, based on the height of floodwater at the Genoa River gauge at Genoa Gorge.  
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Major flood 

Minor Flood 



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8  for more information.  

◼ These map shows the area of Gipsy Point likely to flood in a minor (1.9m) and major (4.0 

metres) flood, based on the height of floodwater at the Genoa River gauge at Genoa Gorge.  
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Minor Flood 

Major flood 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what the potential 

impacts may be for you and your community.  

Floodwater 

Height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts^ 

1.9m Minor flood level 

 

The Genoa River rises and starts to spill over into low lying floodplains, creeks and 

other areas.  

• Park Road is impacted by flood water.  

• Areas of Peisleys Road after Malma Road are affected by flood water.  

• The water level at Gipsy Point may rise making the public and private jetties 

unsafe.  

2.2m Moderate flood level 

 

The Genoa River floodwater continues to rise and spill into the floodplain, roads, tracks 

and areas close to the river affecting travel routes and access to properties. 

• Mallacoota Road west of Premier Track, near Mangan Lake is closed due to 

floodwater over the road, potentially isolating the Gipsy Point and Mallacoota 

communities. 

• Gipsy Point Road at the boat ramp and Anglers Drive are impacted by 

floodwater.  

• Floodwater along Peisleys Road continues to rise reaching depths of 1.2m in 

some areas.  

• Park Road and Genoa Campground is now flooded. 

• Low lying areas of riverside properties will be impacted by flood water.   

3.1m December 2023 flood event 

4.0m Major flood level 

 

The Genoa River continues to rise and expand across the floodplains, affecting travel 

routes, access to homes and begins to flood some low lying residences.  

• Mallacoota Road between Princes Highway and Premier Track is closed due to 

flood water with some areas having dangerous, fast flowing water at 1.2m depth.  

• Alexander Road and Bass Court are closed due to flood waters with some areas 

having dangerous, fast flowing water at 1.2m depth.  

• Anglers Road at Gipsy Point Road is inundated with flood water affecting low lying 

homes and isolating residents of Anglers Road.  

4.8m 1978 flood event 

5.23m 

1% AEP flood event 

This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is 

a 1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 

 

• The Princes Highway near the Genoa River bridge can be closed.  

• Genoa Post Office and Genoa Hotel are isolated by floodwater at 0.5m depth. 

• Properties at Genoa and Gipsy Point continue to be impacted by rising and in 

some areas, dangerous fast flowing flood waters.  

*The height measurement is at the Gorge gauge on the Genoa River. 

^This table includes information from previous flood studies and scientific models used to predict impacts at different flood heights and flows.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67202/IDV67202.584007.plt.shtml
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What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed could be closed leading to isolation of the Gipsy Point and 
Mallacoota townships, and individual properties.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic.  

VicEmergency may include road closures in its warnings, see page 8 for more information. 

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV)  

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings 

together 2D, 3D and live data in a single online place 

for everyone to use. The portal hosts some flood 

mapping data. 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event. 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au  

Your local services 

East Gippsland Emergency Dashboard 

East Gippsland Shire Council’s Emergency Dashboard provides community with centralised 

real-time access to emergency information including weather, emergency warnings, road 

closures, river heights and power outages.  

To support community preparedness the East Gippsland 

Emergency Dashboard provides access to: 

◼ Local Flood Guides, via the Victoria State Emergency 

Service website, and 

◼ Community Emergency Management Plans and  

Local Incident Management Plans on the  

‘Your Community’ page.  

Go to emergencydashboard.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au  

Catchment Management Authority 

For flood advice and information on flood 

levels or depths when developing your 

property.  

◼ East Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority 

egcma.com.au | 03 5152 1184 

Local Council 

For relief and recovery support after a flood 

event.  

◼ East Gippsland Shire Council 

eastgippsland.vic.gov.au  

03 5153 9500  

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
emergencydashboard.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au
https://egcma.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-east-gippsland-shire-council
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 100.7FM or 828AM, REFGM 105.5, TRFM 99.9 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/east_gippsland.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/east_gippsland.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency





