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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Significant 

flooding can 

happen if over 1 

to 3 days, there 

is more than  

75 millimetres of 

rain on wet 

ground or  

150 millimetres 

on dry ground.  

The largest flood 

on record was in 

1995 when the 

floodwater 

reached  

5.94 metres at 

the Barwon River 

at Geelong 

There have 

been eleven 

significant 

flood events in  

Geelong 

between 1980 

and 2024. 

Local flood information  

Why does Geelong flood? 

Geelong is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding 

which can happen separately, or at the same time. Both are 

usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

◼ This happens when Moorabool River and/or the Barwon 

River rises and overflows their banks, and spills water onto 

land.  

◼ The water level of the Barwon River can also be impacted 

by the heights and flow from the Moorabool and Leigh 

Rivers, which join the Barwon River.  

Flash flooding  

This kind of flooding can happen quickly in all areas of Geelong, when drainage is quickly 

overwhelmed by the large amount of water but will drain soon after. You may not receive an 

official warning. Although these floods only last for a short time, they can cause severe 

damage.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant event that would measure 6 metres 

high at the Barwon River at Geelong gauge at the McIntyre Bridge.  

◼ This floodwater height is 1.70 metres above the major flood level, see page 5 for details.  
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You can view an interactive version of this map using the Victorian Government’s  

Digital Twin Portal (see page 6 for details).  

http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67205/IDV67205.587026.plt.shtml
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=aeda352b-9d69-4c80-9e2c-e76aca186fd4


Floodwater 

height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

6.20m Top of Moorabool Street bridge piers touched by floodwater. 

6.00m 

Flood height shown on map, see page 4. 

Flood depths significantly increase in Geelong, causing extensive damage to  

buildings and roads.  

5.94m 
November 1995 flood event  

The largest flood on record in Geelong.  

5.47m June 1952 flood event 

5.39m Bottom of Breakwater Rail Bridge floods. 42 buildings are flooded above floor level.  

4.50m 

November 1978 flood event  

40 buildings are flooded above floor.  

Flooding impacts the Riverglen Holiday & City Southside Caravan Parks.  

4.40m Water spills over the top of the levee bank of the Barwon Valley Caravan Park. 

4.30m 
Major flood level  

Deep flooding cuts access to Barwon Heads Rd & Barwon Tce. 

4.03m 22 building are flooded above floor.  

3.84m October 2022 flood event 

3.80m October 1983 flood event 

3.68m January 2011 flood event 

3.52m 
Flooding starts to cut access to a number of minor and major roads and sporting  

assets. 19 buildings are flooded above floor. 

3.28m Floor level of Belmont Park Pavilion flooded.  

3.10m 
Moderate flood level 

Barwon Valley Golf Course inundated.  

3.00m Gravel Pits Road and Steel Street closed. 

2.85m Water enters first boatsheds at Barwon Terrace. 

2.58m 

September 2010 flood event  

Floodwater begins to impact low lying parkland along the Barwon River including the 

Barwon Valley Golf Club & the Geelong Water Ski Club.  

2.30m 
Minor flood level   

The Barrabool Road flood gates are closed.  

2.00m Breakwater causeway begins to flood.  
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table  

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you decide when you will need to act 

to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the predicted floodwater height and 

warning information to understand what the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

*The height measurement is at the Barwon River at Geelong gauge located at the McIntyre Bridge. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict 

impacts at different flood heights and flows.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67205/IDV67205.587026.plt.shtml


Barwon River flooding 

 and flash flooding  

Barwon River  

flooding  
Flash flooding  

◼ Newtown ◼ Fyansford  ◼ Bell Park  ◼ Highton  

◼ South Geelong ◼ Highton  ◼ Geelong CBD  ◼ Newcomb 

◼ Belmont ◼ Breakwater  ◼ Hamlyn Heights   ◼ North Geelong 
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority 

ccma.vic.gov.au | 1800 002 262  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and  

general land use planning. 

◼ City of Greater Geelong  

geelongaustralia.com.au | 03 5272 5272  

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more  

information. 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on where you live, work and 

travel to see if these locations are likely to be affected 

in a large flood event. 

The Digital Twin Victoria Portal brings together 2D, 3D and 

live data in a single online place for everyone to use. The 

Portal hosts some flood mapping data.  

Go to https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/

What might happen in a flood in your area? (continued)  

The below areas within Geelong have been impacted by different types of flooding:  

Roads likely to be impacted by flash flooding  

◼ Anakie Rd/Ballarat Rd 

intersection  

◼ Church Street  ◼ Gertrude Street ◼ Pakington Street  

◼ Ballarat Road  ◼ Corio Street  ◼ Gheringhap Street  

 

◼ Ryrie Street  

◼ Barwon Terrace at 

Wood Street  

◼ Cunningham Street  ◼ Gordon Avenue   

underpass 

◼ Thompson Road 

◼ Brougham Street  

underpass  

◼ Eastern Beach 

Road  

◼ Moorabool Street  ◼ Vines Road  

Flood Gates 

The City of Greater Geelong have installed flood gates and 

flood warning signs in a number of roads where flooding can cut 

road access, including Barraboool Rd, Highton and Gundog 

Lane, Breakwater.  

Never drive past 

closed flood gates 

or road barriers.  

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-greater-geelong-city-council
https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=aeda352b-9d69-4c80-9e2c-e76aca186fd4
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=aeda352b-9d69-4c80-9e2c-e76aca186fd4
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml  

ABC 774 AM, Bay FM 93.9, K-Rock FM 95.5 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml
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