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Golden Square & Kangaroo Flat Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

One of the  

largest floods 

on record was 

in 1857 when 

82 millimetres 

of rain fell in 24 

hours. 

Golden 

Square and 

Kangaroo Flat 

have a well 

recorded 

history of 

floods since 

1850. 

Local flood information  

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen quickly and you may not receive an 

official warning.  

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the amount of rainfall, causing them to 

overflow. 

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall, naturally causing the water 

to pool. Recent urban development has changed the natural flow of the excess water 

runoff.  

◼ Properties in the Golden Square and Kangaroo Flat area close to the Bendigo creek and 

other waterways are at risk of the effects of flooding when waterways rise and overflow 

their banks.  

◼ Even if your property or business is not close to a waterway, it could still be at risk of 

flooding.  

◼ Severe flooding has occurred regularly throughout history in Golden Square and 

Kangaroo Flat. It’s important to be aware of weather, especially heavy rainfall or 

sustained rainfall over a number of days. 

Why do Golden Square and Kangaroo Flat flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If the following maps shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and 

prepare for floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ These maps shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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View an interactive version of this map using North Central Catchment Management 

Authority’s portal called Flood Eye, see page 7 for more details. 

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

provides an idea of what to expect for different flood sizes.   

Minor  

impacts  

◼ Water spilling over river banks and nearby low lying areas. 

◼ Water coming up through drains in nearby streets. 

◼ Water will cover minor paths, tracks, and low level bridges. 

◼ Some backyards and buildings impacted below floor level. 

◼ Relocation of stock may be required in some cases.  

Moderate  

impacts 

Major  

impacts 

◼ Water spilling over riverbanks and covering large areas of land. 

◼ Water above floor level in some houses and buildings.  

◼ Evacuation may be required in some areas.  

◼ Impact to roads and traffic routes. 

◼ Relocation of stock may be required in some cases.  

◼ Widespread flooding.  

◼ Many houses and businesses are inundated above floor level.  

◼ Properties and whole areas may be isolated. 

◼ Major roads and rail routes closed.  

◼ Many evacuations required. 

◼ Impact to utility services (water, power, sewerage). 

What Roads Are likely to Flood ? 

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and be closed 

◼ For current road closures,  check Vic traffic 

◼  Vic Emergency may include road closures in its warnings.  

Golden Square 

◼  Panton Street ◼ High Street ◼ Bay Street 

Kangaroo Flat 

◼ High Street ◼ Grantham Terrace ◼ Calder Highway 

https://traffic.transport.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/?=&bbox=137.230224609375%2C-39.82541310342477%2C153.709716796875%2C-33.275435412981615&tm=1781671934135
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For property specific advice and develop-

ment advice before a flood event. 

◼ North Central Catchment  

Management Authority 

nccma.vic.gov.au | 03 5448 7124  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ City of Greater Bendigo  

bendigo.vic.gov.au | 1300 002 642  
 [Year] 

Download your free Property Flood Report 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be  

affected in a large flood event. 

◼ Download a free property report to 

help you plan for future floods.  

Go to floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au 

Flood Eye, developed by the North Central Catchment 

Management Authority, is a tool for residents and  

businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

*Note this tool is not designed to be used during a flood event and does not provide information for current floods. 

Previous flood impacts 

In addition to these impacts, the below rainfall levels of past floods can help you anticipate im-

pacts of future flood events. 

September 2010 flood event 

◼ Around 80 millimetres of rainfall was recorded in one day, with approximately 40 millimetres 

recorded over around 10 hours.  

February 2011 flood event  

◼ During this flood event, a total of 100 millimetres of rainfall was recorded over three days, 

with approximately 50 millimetres of rainfall recorded in a five hour burst. 

October 2022 Flood event  

◼ During the 2022 flood event, a low- pressure system brought intense rainfall and severe 

storms. Approximately 120 mm of rain fell over two days, overwhelming already high riv-

ers, creeks, and catchments  

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-greater-bendigo-city-council
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
http://floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 91.1FM, Triple M 93.5FM, Gold 98.3FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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