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Clunes Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.  

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 2011 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 6.39 

metres at 

Creswick Creek 

gauge.  

There have 

been three 

significant 

flood events in  

Clunes 

between 1933 

and 2011. 

Local flood information  

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen quickly and you may not receive an 

official warning. Although these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage. 

 

◼ Clunes is located along Creswick Creek, which can rise 

rapidly and overflow its banks. 

◼ Clunes can also experience minor localised flash flooding 

from the smaller gullies and low-lying areas around the 

town. 

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the amount 

of rainfall, causing them to overflow. 

◼ The earliest indicator of flooding in Clunes is when water 

breaks out of Creswick Creek moving towards Purcell 

Street. 

Why does Clunes flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  
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View an interactive version of this map using North Central Catchment Management 

Authority’s portal called Flood Eye, see page 7 for more details.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

*The height measurement is at the river level gauge is located on Creswick Creek near Bailey Street. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different 

flood heights and flows. 

Floodwater 

height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

7.10 

◼ Water overtops in Fraser Street between Templeton and Service Street, 

flooding commercial shops and buildings.  

◼ An additional 18 properties (total of 70) are affected and up to 48 of 

these properties are flooded above floor. 

6.67 

◼ Properties along Fraser, Ligar and Purcell Streets, the caravan park and 

lower bowling green are flooded.  

◼ There are likely to be 52 properties affected, with 26 of these properties 

flooded above floor level.  

6.39 

January 2011 flood event 

◼ 200 millimetres of rain fell in four days. Slightly deeper water than 

September 2010 flood event, but same areas impacted. 

◼ Service Street Bridge was overtopped by water, bowling club flooded 

and water impacted the commercial buildings. 

5.36 

September 2010 flood event 

◼ 85.4 millimetres fell over two days.  

◼ Flooding impacted Purcell Street, the sports stadium, caravan park and 

many properties between the creek and Fraser Street. 

4.48 

◼ At least 23 properties are impacted by widespread flooding downstream 

of Service Street including the old Butter Factory, football oval and 

swimming pool. 

3.46 ◼ Creswick Creek is at full capacity and close to breaking its banks. 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in 

a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: Use the predicted floodwater height and any warning 

information to understand what the potential impacts may be for you and 

your community.  



 

 

Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events.  
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2010 flood event 

◼ During this flood event in September 2010, 85.4 millimetres fell over two days.  

◼ Flooding impacted Purcell Street, the sports stadium, caravan park and many properties 

between the creek and Fraser Street. 

2011 flood event 

Clunes was impacted in both September 2010 and January 2011, and while the two events 

flooded a similar area, the January 2011 event was recorded at 6.39 metres on the Creswick 

Creek at Clunes gauge, approximately 300 - 400 millimetres higher than the September 2010 

flood. 

During the January 2011 flood event, 200 millimetres of rain fell over four days, causing: 

◼ Drains along Service Street, Templeton Street, Fraser Street and Purcell Street to overtop. 

◼ Flooding of the football oval and nearby properties. 

◼ Flooding of low-lying properties near Camp Street and the site of the old Butter Factory at the 

start of Cameron Street. 

◼ Floodwater breaking out of the creek bank at the caravan park, resulting in water flowing 

towards the Ballarat-Maryborough Road. 

◼ Water to overtop Ligar Street, inundating the swimming pool, sports stadium and properties 

along the lower end of Fraser Street. 

◼ Purcell Street creek side properties to be affected.  

◼ The Service Street Bridge to overtop, inundating Service Street and part of the bowling club.  

◼ Floodwater to extend to the southern side of Fraser Street between Templeton and Camp 

Streets, inundating commercial buildings. 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  
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Download your free Property Flood Report 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be  

affected in a large flood event. 

◼ Download a free property report for 

properties inside the mapped area.  

Go to floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au. 

Flood Eye, developed by the North Central Catchment 

Management Authority, is a tool for residents and  

businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 9 for more 

information. 

Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and  

overlays. 

◼ North Central Catchment  

Management Authority 

nccma.vic.gov.au | 03 5448 7124  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Hepburn Shire Council 

hepburn.vic.gov.au | 03 5348 2306 

 2011 
Source: Andrew Pickford 

http://floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-hepburn-shire-council
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 774AM or 107.9FM, Voice FM 99.9FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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