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Upper Ferntree Gully Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

The 2011 flood 

event was one 

of the most 

significant in the 

area. 140 

millimetres of 

rainfall fell in 

just 12 hours. 

The Upper 

Ferntree Gully 

area has a 

history of 

flooding.  

Local flood information  

Upper Ferntree Gully is at risk of both flash flooding and 

riverine flooding, which can happen separately or at the same 

time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine Flooding 

◼ Riverine flooding can occur after prolonged moderate to 

heavy rain. 

◼ Moderate to heavy rainfall over a period of 12 hours or 

more usually results in severe flooding in the area.  

Flash Flooding 

◼ Flash flooding usually occurs in spring and summer with little warning. It occurs after 

high intensity rainfall, short in duration and is usually associated with thunderstorms.  

The local urban drainage system rapidly reaches capacity during these events. 

◼ Significant flooding can still occur during other times of the year. 

Why does Upper Ferntree Gully flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 8 for more information. 

◼ Acacia Road ◼ Dawson Street ◼ New Road 

◼ Burwood Highway ◼ Forest Oak Drive ◼ Rollings Road 

◼ Clow Avenue ◼ Mount View Road ◼ Waters Avenue 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

provides an idea of what to expect for different flood sizes.   

Minor  

impacts  

◼ Water spilling over river banks and nearby low lying areas. 

◼ Water coming up through drains in nearby streets. 

◼ Water will cover paths, tracks, and low level bridges. 

◼ Some backyards and buildings impacted below floor level. 

Moderate  

impacts 

Major  

impacts 

◼ Water spilling over riverbanks and covering large areas of land. 

◼ Water above floor level in some houses and buildings.  

◼ Evacuation may be required in some areas.  

◼ Impact to roads and traffic routes. 

◼ Widespread flooding.  

◼ Many houses and businesses are inundated above floor level.  

◼ Properties and whole areas may be isolated. 

◼ Major roads and rail routes closed.  

◼ Many evacuations required. 

◼ Impact to utility services (for example, water, power, sewerage). 

Previous flood impacts 

Understanding the impacts of past floods can help you anticipate impacts of future flood events. 

2011 flood event 

The 5 February, 2011 flood event was one of the most significant in the area. Upper Ferntree 

Gully received a massive 140 millimetres of rainfall in just 12 hours.  

Floodwater over roads caused the following road closures:  

◼ Burwood Highway at Hilltop Road, Upper Ferntree Gully  

◼ Burwood Highway at Station Street, Ferntree Gully  

◼ Brenock Park Drive, Ferntree Gully  

◼ Forest Road at Railway Underpass, Ferntree Gully 

◼ Mountain Gate Drive, Ferntree Gully  
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◼ The Ferntree Plaza Shopping Centre ◼ Several educational facilities 

What community infrastructure is likely to flood?  

During a flood, the community infrastructure listed below may be impacted in a flood and could 
be closed.  

Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and  

overlays. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Knox City Council 

knox.vic.gov.au | 03 9298 8000  

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas. Never 

drive, ride, walk or play 

in floodwater.  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-knox-city-council
https://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
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bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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