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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest flood 

on record was in 

1906 when the 

floodwater 

reached 4.5 

metres at the 

Maribyrnong 

River Gauge. 

There have 

been ten 

significant flood 

events in  

Moonee Valley 

between 1906 

and 2022. 

Local flood information  

Why does Moonee Valley flood? 

The Moonee Valley area is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can 

happen separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by 

heavy rainfall.  

◼ When the Maribyrnong River, Steele Creek, Five Mile Creek 

and/or Moonee Ponds Creek rise and overflows their banks, 

and spills water onto land, it causes riverine flooding.   

◼ Aberfeldie is at risk of both flash flooding and riverine 

flooding which can happen separately or at the same time. 

◼ Parts of Moonee Valley were developed before flood-related 

building regulations were introduced, meaning some buildings 

are located in areas with higher flood risk. 

This guide is relevant for residents of the suburbs of:  

◼ Aberfeldie 

◼ Airport West  

◼ Ascot Vale 

◼ Avondale Heights  

◼ Essendon 

◼ Essendon North 

◼ Essendon West  

◼ Flemington 

◼ Keilor East  

◼ Niddrie 

◼ Strathmore 

◼ Strathmore Heights 

◼ Travancore  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-and-environment/water-management/rainfall-and-river-levels#/reader/230106A
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-and-environment/water-management/rainfall-and-river-levels#/reader/230106A


Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event that would measure at 

least 4.40 metres high at the Maribyrnong River gauge in Chifley Drive.  

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 

◼ For context, the October 2022 flood level reached 4.21m, 0.19m less than the height shown 

in this map.  

 Page 4 

 

Live River Gauge levels: You can view the live river gauge levels on the 

Melbourne Water website as a guide for when you should take action: 

www.melbournewater.com.au/water-and-environment/water-management/

rainfall-and-river-levels#/reader/230106A 

Ensure you are monitoring warnings on multiple sources. See page 8 for 

more information. 
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Possible road closures  

Avondale Heights  

◼  Blueridge Close  ◼ Evergreen Avenue ◼ Watergum Terrace  

Suburbs at greatest risk of flooding in Moonee Valley  

◼ Aberfeldie  ◼ Ascot Vale  ◼ Avondale Heights  ◼ Essendon 

Significant flood event impacts  

The following are potential impacts of a significant flood, as shown on the map on page 4.  

Streets where properties are at risk of flooding   

Essendon West Avondale Heights (Rivervue Retirement Village)  

◼ Bellavista Drive  ◼ Evergreen Avenue ◼ Afton Street  

◼ Blueridge Close  ◼ Watergum Terrace   

Community infrastructure at risk of flooding   

Essendon West Moonee Ponds 

◼ Essendon Rowing Club  ◼ Essendon Anglers Club  ◼ Afton Reserve 

◼ Boat Ramp ◼ Function Room   

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

Stay safe by never driving through flood water. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads and infrastructure are likely to flood?  

During a flood, some streets, community facilities, and key roads in the suburbs listed below may 
be at risk of flooding and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 8 for more information. 

Aberfeldie Park, October 2022 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


*The height measurement is at the Maribyrnong River gauge at Chifley Drive, Maribyrnong.  

^This table includes information from previous flood events 

Keilor,  

Brimbank 

Park gauge  

(metres) 

Maribyrnong 

Chifley Drive 

gauge 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

 4.40m Flood height shown on map, see page 4.  

 4.21m 

2022 Flood event. 

Flooding impacted roads and parts of the River Retirement  

Village and parts of Aberfeldie and Ascot Vale near the river.  

6.1m 2.9m 
Major flood level  

Properties may start to be impacted or isolated by floodwater. 

5.4m 2.30m 
Moderate flood level  

Maribyrnong River Trail flooded at various locations. 

 2.21m January 2011 Flood event 

◼ Caused by 44 millimetres of rain in 28 hours.  

◼ 18 requests for assistance, for flood. 

 

3.5m 1.70m 
Minor flood level  

Some essential infrastructure like sewerage may be impacted. 

 .05m The usual height of the river. 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

Page 6 

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in a 

flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what 

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

 

What might happen in a flood in your area? 
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Moonee Valley City Council 

mvcc.vic.gov.au | 03 9243 8888  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-and-environment/water-management/rainfall-and-river-levels#/reader/230106A
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-moonee-valley-city-council
https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 774 AM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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