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Local Flood Guide 
Newstead  
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 
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Newstead Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 

Sewage overflows  

inside building 

Buildings  

flooded  

Road  

closures  

Power  

outages 

Mobile and  

internet network 

outage  

Drinking water 

supply and  

quality affected 

 Page 3 

Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in October 

2022 when the 

floodwater 

reached 6.12m 

at the Newstead 

gauge.  

There have 

been 10 

significant 

flood events in  

Newstead 

between 1890 

and 2022.  

Local flood information  

Newstead is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen 

separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Loddon River rises and overflows its banks, spilling water onto land. 

The most common cause is prolonged heavy rainfall.  

◼ Newstead is built on the Loddon River, which runs south to north through the town.  

◼ Heavy rainfall in waterways connected to the Loddon River can lead to flooding in 

Newstead. This includes Campbells Creek, Larni Barramal Yaluk, Green Gully Creek, 

Mia Mia Creek and Muckleford Creek.  

◼ How long it takes to flood from the time it starts raining will depend on how wet the 

rivers, creeks and soil already are, the amount of rainfall and how quickly it falls.  

 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. 

Although these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

Why does Newstead flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 

◼ The Newstead Flood Study and Mitigation Strategy is currently in progress and on 

completion the Local Flood Guide for Newstead will be updated. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

*The height measurement is at the Loddon River at Newstead gauge.  

^This table includes information from previous flood events  

Floodwater 

height* 

(metres) 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

6.12m 

October 2022 - Largest flood event on record.  

Newstead township was inaccessible from all directions after all major roads 

were cut by floodwater. 

5.89m 

January 2011 - The Loddon River water height reached 5.89m at Newstead. 

The southern section of the levee, built around the rivers edge to prevent river 

overflow, began to flood, but sandbags were used to stop it. Several 

properties outside the levee were flooded. 147.6mm of rain fell over three 

days. 

5.68m September 2010 - Several properties outside the levee were flooded.  

5.64m 

October 2000 - In 48 hours, a total rainfall of 103.7 millimetres was recorded. 

The surging floodwater covered the river flats and cut off access from the 

western end of the bridge. 

5.63m November 2010 

5.60m Major flood level  

4.91m September 2010 

4.78m  October 2016 

4.50m Moderate flood level  

3.00m 

Minor flood level  

Newstead can become isolated when main roads are cut during a flood, with 

flood waters likely to cut off the Midland Highway at Newstead, depending on 

the river's flow.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in 

a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what 

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

table provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For property specific flood and development 

advice before a flood event. 

◼ North Central Catchment  

Management Authority 

nccma.vic.gov.au | 03 5448 7124  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Mount Alexander Shire Council 

mountalexander.vic.gov.au  |  

03 5471 1700 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

Download your free Property Flood Report 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be  

affected in a large flood event. 

◼ Download a free property report for 

properties inside the mapped area.  

CURRENTLY NOT AVAILABLE FOR 

NEWSTEAD.  

Flood Eye, developed by the North Central Catchment 

Management Authority, is a tool for residents and  

businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-mount-alexander-shire-council
https://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

AM: 1071. FM: 91.1, 91.9, 93.5, 96.5, 98.3, 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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