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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

The largest 

recent flood 

event recorded 

was in 2020, 

with floodwater 

measuring 4.47 

metres at the 

Toolong Gauge. 

There have 

been seven 

significant 

flood events in  

Port Fairy 

between 2001 

and 2022. 

Local flood information  

Port Fairy is at risk of riverine flooding, flash flooding and storm 

surge flooding due to its location on the Moyne River and the nearby 

estuary and ocean. There are four gauges along the Moyne River for 

Port Fairy: Gerrigerrup, Willatook, Toolong and Port Fairy. 

Riverine flooding happens when the Moyne River rises and 

overflows its banks, and spills water onto land.  

Low-lying coastal areas in Port Fairy may also flood due to storm 

surges caused by strong winds and low pressure during storms, 

resulting in an abnormal rise in sea level and the formation of large waves.  

Flash flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the amount of rainfall, causing them to 

overflow. 

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall naturally causing the water to 

pool.  

Why does Port Fairy flood? 
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Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Floodwater 

height* 

(metres) 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

Unknown 

1894 flood level  

According to local history, this was the highest flood ever in Port Fairy however the 

date was before gauges and the height was not officially recorded. This flood 

caused extensive stock losses in the area.  

5.7m 

1946 flood level  

Largest flood on record, causing significant damage to buildings and infrastructure, 

washing away several bridges, including the Rosebrook Bridge on Princes Highway.  

5.1m 
Flood height shown on page 4. 

191 properties in Port Fairy are flooded - 50 above floor level; 141 below floor level. 

4.47m 

October 2020 Flood Level 

47 buildings were impacted above and below floor at the Gardens Caravan Park. 16 

buildings were impacted by flooding in Port Fairy. 12 buildings were impacted by 

flooding north of Port Fairy in Kirkstall, Killarney, Koroit, Crossley and Rosebrook.  

4.5m August 1978 Flood Level 

4.4m 

Flood height shown on page 4. 

43 properties may be flooded - 4 above floor level; 39 below floor level. 

Shallow flooding overtops Koroit-Port Fairy Road and the Penshurst-Port Fairy 

Road. Flooding impacts Korongah North Road, Ritchie Street and Skenes Road.  

4.35m August 2010 Flood Level 

4.3m 

The sewerage station west of the township may be impacted.  

Many roads and bridges may close, including Princes Highway (at Yambuk and      

Rosebrook), Toolong North Road, Port Fairy to Hamilton Road, Penshurst to     

Warrnambool Road, Woolsthorpe to Heywood Road and Griffiths Street 

4.1m 

Flood Height shown on page 4. 

Widespread rural farmland flooding, especially north of Princes Highway. 

Flooding may cut access to Manifold Street, Deepwell Road and Daltons Road. 

3.7m 
August 2001 flood level 

The Port Fairy Airport located on Skenes Road is impacted 

3.45m 

Minor inundation of the Moyne River, Murray Brook, Reedy Creek and Belfast Lough 

areas. Low lying farmland and minor road crossings may begin to be impacted by 

flooding. 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

table provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

*The height measurement is at the Toolong Gauge on the Moyne River. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts 

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you decide when you will 

need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: If a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the predicted floodwater height 

and warning information to understand what the potential impacts may be for you and your 

community.  

 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


 

 

◼ The airfield and caravan parks in low-lying areas, in particular, Gardens Caravan Park.  

◼ Princes Highway at Yambuk and Rosebrook.  

◼ Isolation of areas along the sand dunes including the Life Saving Club and the ocean side 

of Griffiths Street.  

◼ More serious flood events can flood properties above floor height, flood key infrastructure 

and facilities and isolate the town and surrounding areas, cutting off roads in and out of the 

area.    

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What areas and roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads and areas listed below may flood and could be closed.  
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Storm surge 

Storm surge occurs when sea levels are elevated above the usual tidal limit due to the action of 

intense low-pressure systems over the open ocean. The low-pressure causes the sea level to 

rise as there is less air pressing down on the sea. Combined with gale force onshore winds, this 

can lead to flooding of low-lying coastal land.  

Storm surge flooding in Port Fairy occurs at: 

◼ Griffith Island walkway (the walkway that connects Griffiths Island, starting at Ocean Drive, 

adjacent to the Martins Point Playground). 

◼ Ocean Drive (the road between Martins Point Playground and Pea Soup), flooding across 

Ocean Drive has pushed large rocks onto the road cutting access.  

◼ Properties along Ocean Drive (the corner of Ocean Drive and Anna Catherine Drive). 

In 2009, 2014 and 2025, there have been storm surge flood events in Port Fairy.  

The June 2014 storm surge flood event impacted three properties along Ocean Drive. While 

there were no buildings recorded to be flooded above floor level, the peak flood level was close 

to flooding these buildings above floor level.   

 Moyne River Estuary, 2025  Moyne River Estuary, 2014 

For current road closures, check VicTraffic.  
VicEmergency may include road closures in its warnings, see page 9 for more information. 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


 

 

 Page 7 

Your local services 

Catchment Management       

Authority 

For general advice about flooding 

and controls based on planning 

zones and  overlays. 

Glenelg Hopkins Catchment  

Management Authority 

ghcma.vic.gov.au | 03 5571 2526 

Local Council 

For relief support after a 

flood event and general 

land use planning. 

 

Moyne Shire Council 

moyne.vic.gov.au |       

1300 656 564  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 9 for more 

information. 

Belfast Lough, 2020 

VICSES  

For emergency help in a 

flood or storm event. 

 

 

VICSES Port Fairy 

ses.vic.gov.au | 132 500  

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your  

property and see if it's likely to be  

affected in a large flood event 

◼ Download a free property report for   

properties inside the mapped area 

 

The GHCMA Flood Portal, developed by the 

Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management 

Authority, is a tool for residents and        

businesses to assess their flood risk 

Download your free Property Flood Report 

Go to my.floodreport.com.au/ghcma/  

https://www.ghcma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-moyne-shire-council
https://www.moyne.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-moyne-shire-council
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/
https://my.floodreport.com.au/ghcma/
https://my.floodreport.com.au/ghcma/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC Local 1602 AM, Coast 95.3 FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/glenelg_hopkins.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/glenelg_hopkins.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency


 

 



 

 


