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Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 
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Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 

Sewage overflows  

inside building 

Buildings  

flooded  

Road  

closures  

Power  

outages 

Mobile and  

internet network 

outage  

Drinking water 

supply and  

quality affected 

 Page 3 

Flooding can 

happen within 

as little as half 

an hour, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 2011 

when between 

a total of 240 

mm of rainfall 

was recorded in 

just 3 days.  

There have 

been four 

significant 

flood events in  

St Arnaud 

between 2010 

and 2025. 

Local flood information  

 

Why does St Arnaud flood? 

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen 

in as little as half an hour and you may not receive an 

official warning. Although these floods only last short time, 

they can cause severe damage.  

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the 

amount of rainfall, causing it to overflow. 

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of 

rainfall naturally causing the water to pool. More 

buildings and less green spaces can impact this. 

◼ St Arnaud Creek may quickly rise, causing water to 

rise and overflow its banks.  



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  
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◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event.  

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 

 View an interactive version of this map using North Central Catchment Management 

Authority’s portal called Flood Eye, see page 7  for more details.  

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the rainfall details in the table to help you decide when you will need to 

act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted rainfall and warning information to understand what the  

potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different 

flood heights and flows.  

Rainfall* (millimetres)   

Potential Impacts^ Half hour 1 Hour 6 Hours 
40 50 77 1% AEP Flood 

◼ Brisbane Street heavily impacted by floodwater.   

◼ Walker Street water level is expected to exceed 0.3m 

◼ Kings’ avenue is overtopped, impacting several houses. 

◼ The St Arnaud Recycle located at the south is  inundated. 
34 42 67 2% AEP Flood 

◼ Shallow water found across the residential area between Ed-
wards Street and Powell Street  

◼ Water Flows along Mill Street from the west then breaks out from 
the roadside drain at Canterbury Street and McMahons Street. Af-
ter that the overland flow goes along Napier Street and joins the 
main channel after Inkerman Street.   

27 34 56 5% AEP Flood 

◼ Water Flows in the roadside drain along Silvermines 

Road, joining the main channel at  Alma Street  
23 28 48 10% AEP Flood 

◼ Shallow flow is observed near Brisbane Street impacting several 
Houses  

◼ Minor Breakout from the main channel at Millett Street. 

◼ Minor Breakout from the Lexel Creek overtopping the Melbourne 
Road. 

18 23 40 20% AEP Flood 

◼ Minor breakout at the start of the main channel.  

◼ Overland Flow occurs at Jennings Street from the main channel, 
flowing along the Kings Avenue 

◼ King Georges Park is filled with water coming off McMahon 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


 

 

◼ Brisbane Street ◼ Walker Street ◼ Kings Avenue 

◼ Edwards Street ◼ Powell Street ◼ Clyde Street 

◼ Butcher Street ◼ Mill Street ◼ Canterbury Street 

◼ Jennings Street ◼ McMahon Street  ◼ Millett Street 

◼ Silvermines Road ◼ Alma Street  ◼ Valance Lane 

◼ Napier Street ◼ Inkerman Street  ◼ Kell Road 

◼ Howitt Street ◼ Inglewood Road  

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 9 for more information. 
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Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events.  

November 2018 Flood 

◼ 100mm of rain fell in 1 hour 

◼ More than four businesses suffered internal building 

damage, these building were in Kell Road, Inglewood 

Road and Napier Street. Businesses impacted 

included the St Arnaud Pharmacy and an Automotive 

business.  

◼ More than eight houses were impacted by floodwater 

up to a depth of 300mm in Queens Street, Millett 

Street, Howitt Street, Napier Street and Brisbane 

Street. Flooding caused significant internal damage to 

these houses.  

◼ More than 50 properties were impacted by flooding 

causing damage to fences and other private property.  

November 2021 Flood 

◼ 87mm of rain fell in a 3 hour period 

◼ Near identical impacts to the 2018 

event:  

◼ 4 businesses obtained building 

damage 

◼ 8 houses reported water 

inundation 

◼ A water rescue was reported by 

Victoria State Emergency Service 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and overlays. 

◼ North Central Catchment  

Management Authority 

nccma.vic.gov.au | 03 5448 7124  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Northern Grampians Shire Council 

ngshire.vic.gov.au | 03 5358 8700 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be  

affected in a large flood event. 

◼ Download a free property report for 

properties inside the mapped area.  

Go to floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au. 

Flood Eye, developed by the North Central Catchment 

Management Authority, is a tool for residents and  

businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

Download your free Property Flood Report 

 2021 

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-northern-grampians-shire-council
https://www.ngshire.vic.gov.au/
http://floodreports.nccma.vic.gov.au
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC Local 91.1 FM and 594 AM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_central.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency


 

 



 

 


