
Local Flood Guide 
Balaclava and St Kilda 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/


Victorian State Emergency Service acknowledges Aboriginal Traditional Owners of 

Country throughout Victoria and pays respect to their cultures and Elders past and 

present. 

Contents  

This material/publication was produced with funding provided by the Australian Government in partnership  

with the States and Territories under the National Partnership Agreement for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
Page 2 

For more information visit: ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe 

Content reviewed: September 2026 

◼ Local flood information  Page 3 

         Why does Balaclava and St Kilda flood? Page 3 

         How do floods impact communities? Page 3 

         Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  Page 4 

         What might happen in a flood in your area? Page 5 

         What roads are likely to flood? Page 6 

         Your local services Page 6 

◼ Plan and prepare for floods Page 7 

◼ What to do in a flood emergency  Page 8 

◼ Sandbag Guide  Page 9 

Disclaimer: Victoria State Emergency Service assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or 
omissions for any of the content in this document.  

https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/


Balaclava and St Kilda Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

Sewage overflows  
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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Floodwater in  

St Kilda and 

Balaclava 

usually rises 

quickly but 

generally drains 

away within a 

few hours.  

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1957 

when the water  

level reached 

3.32 metres 

along Elwood 

Canal.  

There have 

been 4 

significant 

flood events in  

Balaclava and 

St Kilda 

between 2010 

and 2022.  

Local flood information  

Why does Balaclava and St Kilda flood? 

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen quickly and you may not receive an 

official warning. Although these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ The stormwater drainage along the Shakespeare Grove Main Drain, which runs through 

Balaclava and St Kilda, may not be able to drain the amount of rainfall causing them to 

overflow. 

◼ When water in the Elwood Canal rises, the water levels in the Shakespeare Grove Main 

Drain usually increase as well, which can cause or add to existing flooding. 

◼ Storm surges and tidal flows from Port Phillip Bay may also have an impact on flooding 

as they may limit the ability of the drainage network to release the storm water into the 

bay.  

◼ With the development of more houses, buildings and roads, there is a reduced amount 

of natural ground to soak up rain. This means more water flows into drains and 

waterways, which can increase the risk of flooding during severe weather events.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 6 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the areas likely to flood at three different height levels in a significant flood. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

provides an idea of what to expect for different flood sizes.   

Chance of 

flood size in  

any year 

Potential impact 

1%  

(or greater) 

chance in any 

year 

 

◼ All services listed in 2% and 20% are likely to be impacted.  

2% 

(or greater) 

chance in any 

year 

◼ Tram Services along Carlisle Street, Routes 3 and 79 likely impacted by 

flooding along Carlisle Street between Brighton Road, St Kilda and  

Balaclava Railway Station  

◼ Sandringham Railway Line at Ripponlea Station likely impacted.  

◼ St Kilda Primary School sports ground and yard likely to be flooded.  

20% 

(or greater) 

chance in any 

year 

◼ St Kilda Police Station on Chapel Street, St Kilda is likely to be flooded over 

floor and experience access issues along Chapel Street between Brighton 

Road and Inkerman Street. 

◼ City of Port Phillip Town Hall carpark is likely to be flooded. 

◼ Windsor Ambulance Station on Pakington Street, St Kilda likely to be  

flooded over floor level.   

◼ Tram Services along Chapel Street, Routes 78 and 79 likely impacted by 

flooding along Chapel Street between Brighton Road, St Kilda and  

Inkerman Street.   

 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  



Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ City of Port Phillip 

portphillip.vic.gov.au | 03 9209 6777 

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm 

of flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

 Page 6 

 Balaclava  

◼  Marlborough Street ◼ Nightingale Street ◼ Rosamond Street ◼ Stuart Street 

◼  Sycamore Grove ◼ William Street ◼ Woodstock Street  

St Kilda 

◼ Barkly Street ◼ Blanche Street ◼ Chapel Street ◼ Carlisle Street 

◼ Greeves Street ◼ Havelock Street ◼ Duke Street ◼ Irwell Street 

◼ Lyell Street ◼ Market Street ◼ Martin Street ◼ Pakington Street 

◼ Vale Street    

St Kilda East 

◼ Camden Street ◼ Inkerman Street ◼ Kalynma Grove ◼ Lansdowne Road 

◼ Wenden Grove    

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 8 for more information. 

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-port-phillip-city-council
https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/
https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


Page 7 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 774 AM, 3AW 693 AM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/port_phillip.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/port_phillip.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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