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This flood guide was developed in partnership between: 

Violet Town 

Violet Town           

Local Flood Guide 
Flash flood information for the Honeysuckle Creek and Lambing Gunyah – Long 
Gully Creek at Violet Town 
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2010 flood on Honeysuckle Creek 
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

Violet Town is located close to the Hume Freeway between Euroa and Benalla within Strathbogie Shire. 
Two main creeks flow through town, the Honeysuckle Creek and Lambing Gunyah Creek (also known as 
Long Gully Creek). The larger Honeysuckle Creek flows from near Boho, through Violet Town and joins 
Seven Creeks near Kialla in Shepparton.  

Due to the small, steep nature of the Honeysuckle Creek catchment, Violet Town is often affected by flash 
flooding. Flash flooding can happen quickly during or after very heavy local rainstorms. In the past, the 
town has been impacted by floodwater within 3 to 6 hours of heavy rain in the surrounding hilly catchment.  

With such a short time before floods can affect the town, waiting for official flash flood warnings should not 
be relied upon. Residents need to take responsibility for their own safety by keeping watch on what is 
happening around you, monitoring rainfall, checking creek levels and knowing where to find local flood 
advice and information. 

This map shows the likely flooding of a 1% flood in Violet Town. This means there is a 1% chance 
of a flood measuring 4.18m at the Baird Street gauge on Honeysuckle Creek in any given year. 
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Disclaimer 
This map publication is presented by Victoria State Emergency 
Service for the purpose of disseminating emergency management 
information.  The contents of the information has not been 
independently verified by Victoria State Emergency Service.  

No liability is accepted for any damage, loss or injury caused by 
errors or omissions in this information or for any action taken by 
any person in reliance upon it. Flood risk information is provided by 
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority. 

 

        Violet Town 
Recreation Reserve 
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

Violet Town’s recorded flood history dates from 1844                                                                                        
with big floods in 1903, 1916 (highest recorded), 1939,                                                                             
1968, 1974, 1993, 1999 and 2010. 

Flooding usually affects parts of town including areas                                                                                         
around the Violet Town Nursing Home, properties                                                                                         
south of the railway line, and in farmland north and                                                                                                
west of town in the Lambing Gunyah and Honeysuckle                                                                                           
Creek floodplains. The town often becomes isolated as                                                    (cut off) 
most surrounding roads can be covered by floodwater. 

The big 1993 flood was caused by intense rainfall from                                             local 
thunderstorms on an already wet catchment. Smaller                                                                                   
floods in 2010 and 2011 had little impact in town but did                 
affect some rural properties.  

The 2010 Honeysuckle Creek flood saw parts of the town 
evacuated as a precaution when rainfall exceeded forecasts. 
The Dookie-Violet Town Road and the Murchison-Violet Town 
Road at Violet Town were closed and disrupted travel around 
the area. To watch a video of this flood, go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=g9xwJOYPKXs. 

Did you know? 

The recent effects of changing climate, particularly on storm 
activity and the intensity of rainfall, are something that may bring 
more frequent or different kinds of flooding to Violet Town. 

During large floods, the Melbourne-Sydney railway line which divides the town in half, often acts 
as a barrier to floodwater flowing through and draining away from the town. Floodwater banking-
up against the railway track, can result in deep flooding in the area south of the tracks, sometimes 
in a big flood, even flowing over the top of low sections of the railway tracks. 

During the 1993 flood, Violet Town was severely impacted, including: 

▪ Most of the town was affected with floodwater coming from 2 directions: Long Gully 
(upstream of Violet Town) and Lambing Gunyah Creeks (downstream of Violet Town). 
Floodwater levels rose so quickly that the town was flooding in three hours. 

▪ 40 houses between Murray Street and High 
Street were flooded to 1.2 metres deep. 

▪ 18 people were evacuated from their homes. 

▪ The Catholic Church, the old Masonic Hall, nine 
businesses and the Nursing Home were affected 

▪ Water spilled over the railway line into Railway, 
Cowslip and Lily Streets. 

If a flood like 1993 happened today, above floor 
flooding is likely to affect 46 houses and 17 
businesses in Violet Town.                                                                                    

So, it is important that you know what to do to stay 
safe, before, during and after a flood.  

No two floods are the same, 

floods like this or worse 

could occur again. 

 

If you live in a low-lying area, you may 

be at risk of flooding or need to detour 

around flooded areas. 

 

1916 - Farmers Arms Hotel, Cowslip St which burnt down in     
           1968 and is now the Violet Town Police Station. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9xwJOYPKXs
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) Warnings tell people about Severe Weather and 

Thunderstorms which may include information about very heavy rainfall leading to possible 
Riverine (flooding from rivers or creeks) or Flash Flooding. 

A BOM Flood Watch means there is a developing weather pattern that might cause floods in one 
or two days.  
 
A Flood Warning means flooding is about to happen or is already happening. There are 3 levels 
of flood warnings: Minor, Moderate and Major warnings. In some areas these are issued by BOM. 
However, for Violet Town, the BoM does not issue detailed flood predictions or Minor, Moderate 
or Major flood warnings. See below how SES can issue warnings for Violet Town. 

 

VicEmergency Flood Warnings for Violet Town  

SES can issue flood warnings using VicEmergency based on reported or observed flooding in the 
town which may have Minor, Moderate or Major impacts and effects.                                                              
The table below gives examples of flood impacts, based on what is happening, that can 
determine which warning level may be issued. 

A Minor Flood Warning means 
floodwater can: 

A Moderate Flood Warning means 
floodwater can: 

A Major Flood Warning means 
floodwater can: 

Spill over riverbanks and cover 

nearby low-lying areas.  

Spill over riverbanks and cover larger 

areas of land.  

Cause widespread flooding. 

Come up through drains in nearby 

streets. 

Reach above floor levels in some 

houses and buildings.  

Many houses and businesses are inundated 

above floor level. 

Require the removal of stock in 

some cases. 

Require evacuation in some areas. Cause properties and whole areas to be 

isolated by water. 

Cover riverside camping areas and 

affect some low-lying caravan 

parks. 

Affect traffic routes. Closes major roads and rail routes. 

Cover minor roads paths, tracks 

and low-level bridges. 

Require the removal of stock in rural 

areas.  

Require many evacuations. 

Affect backyards and buildings 

below floor level.  

 Affect utility services (power, water, sewage 
etc).  

 

Flash Flood Warnings for Violet Town  

SES can also issue Flash Flood warnings based on local reports, observations, and monitoring 
storms. Due to the steep nature of the catchment, Flash flood impacts can affect Violet Town in 
about 3 hours. They can happen so quickly that you may not receive an official warning. 

In any emergency, you should never wait for a warning to take action to stay safe. 

 

\ 

 
 
 
    
               
 

 

  Warnings for Violet Town 
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

  

 

▪ Stay informed: talk to neighbours, check weather warnings, forecasts and river levels at the                   
BoM website (www.bom.gov.au) and warnings through the VicEmergency 
(www.emergency.vic.gov.au) app or the VicEmergency telephone  Hotline 1800 226 226.  
 

▪ In the VicEmergency app, Set a Watch Zone (https://vicemergency.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb) 
go to How do I create a watch zone) for your location to ensure you receive the latest 
warnings and information about any emergency issued for the: 

o Northern Country weather district  

o Goulburn Broken Catchment  

o Honeysuckle and/or Lambing Gunyah - Long Gully Creeks  
                                                 

▪ Listen for warnings to be read out over local radio emergency broadcasters:  

ABC 97.7 FM,   HIT 96.9 FM,   TRIPLE M 95.3 FM,      UGFM 88.9 FM or 98.9 FM. 
 
 
 

 

Honeysuckle Creek flood levels at the Baird Street gauge 
 

The Baird St gauge is not automatically monitored by the BoM but is checked manually and 
frequently during floods. The Victoria State Emergency Service (SES) will include Creek heights in 
their flood warnings to help you make more informed decisions.  
 

The river height gauge upstream of Violet Town in Sawpit Gully Road, Boho is automatically 
monitored by the BoM and may be used in flood warnings. See page 7 for more information. 

 

 
Height 

in   
metres 

Design 
Flood 
(AEP) 

Baird Street Gauge Flood Impacts likely in and 
around Violet Town  

4.27 m 1 in 500 Water continues to bank up south of the railway line likely to be one metre or deeper. 
92 properties likely to be flooded above floor level. Vast areas of deep rural flooding 
north and west of town. 

4.23 m 1 in 200        
0.5 %                     
chance in                        
any year 

Water building up south of the railway line to one metre or deeper. 73 properties and 
the Nursing Home likely to be flooded above floor level. Water up to half a metre      
deep near Police and Fire stations. Extensive rural flooding north and west of town. 

4.18 m 1 in 100                                 
1% chance                                                         
in any year 

1993 flood level (approximate)/1% flood level. Height shown on map page 2.       
Water likely to build up south of the railway line between half to one metre deep, or 
more in places. 63 properties likely to be flooded above floor level in sections of    
Baird, Cowslip, Crocus, Dahlia, Daisy, Daphne, High, Hyacinth, Lily, Nicholson, 
Primrose, Railway, Rose and Tulip Streets. Water surrounds the Nursing Home with 
some reported minor inundation. Widespread rural flooding north and west of town. 

4.11 m 1 in 50 
2% chance                           
in any year 

Water likely to build up south of the railway line to one metre deep. 55 properties  
likely to be flooded above floor level in areas of Baird, Cowslip, Dahlia, Daisy, 
Daphne, High, Hyacinth, Lily, Primrose, Rose and Tulip Streets. Significant rural 
flooding north and west of town. 

3.97 m 1 in 20               
5% chance                 
in any year 

Many rural properties flooded north and west of town along Lambing Gunyah and 
Honeysuckle Creek floodplains. Water likely to continue building up south of railway 
line. 37 properties flooded above floor level in Baird, Cowslip, Dahlia, Daisy, Daphne, 
Hyacinth, Lily, Primrose, Rose and Tulip Streets. 

3.86 m 1 in 10                         
10% chance in 
any year 

Floodwater up to 25 centimetres deep around the Police and Fire stations.  
Floodwater builds up south of the railway line. Properties are likely to be flooded in 
low areas of Baird, Cowslip, Daisy, Hyacinth, Primrose and Rose Streets. 

   

This Baird St Gauge table lists possible impacts that could occur at a particular flood height. The 
“Design Flood AEP” section gives the connection between gauge heights and design floods that 
are given in more detail in the Goulburn Broken Community Flood Intelligence Portal. (See p.6) 
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 What YOU can do to be ready and informed 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/warnings/
http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://vicemergency.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/235478427-How-do-I-create-a-watch-zone-
https://vicemergency.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb
https://my.floodreport.com.au/gbcma/
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

 

 

Sharing flood risk information with communities is key to improving flood resilience and 
community safety. To help do this GBCMA and Strathbogie Shire Council have co-funded the 
development of the Community Flood Intelligence Portal. 
 
The key role of the Goulburn Broken Community Flood Intelligence Portal is to find out how 
far floodwater is likely to spread and how high floodwater might rise in certain floods. Councils 
also have a responsibility to consider and land subject to flooding in their planning, zoning and 
development approvals. 
 

 

Go to Goulburn Broken Community Flood Intelligence Portal: my.floodreport.com.au/gbcma 
You can search for:  

▪ Riverine Flood Maps (flooding from rivers or creeks),  

▪ Historical Floods  

▪ Nearby flood gauges, and  

▪ Design floods. The table on page 5 gives the connection between gauge heights and 
design floods.  

 
A report for your property can be downloaded from the Flood Portal page. Click on the 
Strathbogie Shire icon, then click on Violet Town and follow the steps to Create Property Flood 
Report Search for Address. Select the flood size, then type in your street address. This will 
show a flood map with your property marked by a red line. Click on        Property Report to see 
more detailed information.  
 

 

Select Flood Size 

Enter your address here….. 

\ 

 
 

The Goulburn Broken Community Flood 
Intelligence Portal 

 

This information does not replace the need for planning permits under the Municipal Planning Scheme, nor 
written advice from Catchment Management Authorities. Use of this web portal is subject to terms and 
conditions, which can be read and downloaded in the Portal. By using this web portal, you are agreeing to 
these terms and conditions. 

https://my.floodreport.com.au/gbcma
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

Boho Gauge Information 
  

The table at right shows historic flood heights 
of the Honeysuckle Creek at the Boho gauge 
upstream (uphill) of Violet Town. This 
information can help guide you as to what 
could happen if you hear a flood warning 
based on the Boho gauge.  
 
You can view Honeysuckle Creek rainfall 
levels at the Strathbogie North rainfall gauge 
(site 82043) on the BoM website: 
bom.gov.au/vic/flood/goulburn_broken.shtml 
                                                                      

Your Emergency Plan 

Emergencies can happen at any time, with little warning.                                                                                    
People who plan and prepare for emergencies reduce the                                                                                        
impact and recover faster. Taking the time to think about                                                                               
emergencies and make your own plan helps you think              Visit redcross.org.au/prepare to  
clearly and have more control to make better decisions         create your plan for ANY 
emergency.                                                                                                                                                                                            
when an emergency occurs.  

 

Your Emergency “survival” Kit  To watch the kit video go to https://vimeo.com/595111060 
 

Every home and business should have a basic emergency kit with at least 3 days supply of: 
 
 
 

     When a warning is issued, have     
    ready for use or pack into your kit: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

                                                                                   Write YOUR own important items list here. Tick items as you pack them into your kit 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Flood History Height at Honeysuckle Ck                                                           
on the Boho Gauge 

October 1993 Unknown (gauge damaged).                  
Estimated as a 1% flood. 

December 2010 1.58 m 

September 2010 1.27 m 

August 1996 1.20 m 

February 2011 1.12 m 

November 1992 and                    
July 1990 

0.97 m 

April 2020 0.94 m 

October 2016 0.86 m 

August 2012 0.81 m 

  

    Check your kit often.  
      Make sure things still 

work.                                
       Replace out of date 

items. 

 

 

Special needs (e.g. for babies, the elderly, pets etc)  _____________________________________ 

Photos  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Family keepsakes   _______________________________________________________________ 

Valuables    _____________________________________________________________________ 

Other   ________________________________________________________________________ 

\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Make an Emergency Plan and Emergency Kit 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/goulburn_broken.shtml
file:///C:/Users/ses53983/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/107UAAC4/bom.gov.au/vic/flood/goulburn_broken.shtml
file:///C:/Users/SES54706/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YA5US1NX/redcross.org.au/prepare
https://vimeo.com/595111060
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▪ Current warnings - VicEmergency emergency.vic.gov.au    Hotline: 1800 226 226 

 

 

 

▪ Bureau of Meteorology (BoM)  bom.gov.au/vic/warnings  1300 659 217 

▪ VicRoads Traffic    traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au 

▪ VICSES Social Media   facebook.com/vicses  twitter.com/vicsesnews 

▪ Preparing for Flood Emergencies ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready  

▪ Creating an Emergency Plan   redcross.org.au/prepare  

▪ Catchment Management Authority gbcma.vic.gov.au/             03  5822 7700 

▪ Strathbogie Shire Council  strathbogie.vic.gov.au  1800 065 993 

▪ National Relay Service (NRS)  relayservice.gov.au 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

▪ Emergency Radio Broadcasters ABC 97.7 FM   HIT 96.9 FM 

           TRIPLE M 95.3 FM  UGFM 88.9FM or 98.9FM 

SKY NEWS Television 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Warning System Warnings via VicEmergency 
 

SES issues warnings to provide you with information to help you make good decisions to protect 
you, your family and your property. The warning level is based on severity (danger level), local 
conditions and the likelihood of community impact. 

SES uses the VicEmergency “all emergencies” app, website, and telephone hotline to distribute 

flood, storm, landslide, earthquake and tsunami warnings and emergency information in Victoria. 

You can also access warnings from SES’s social media and radio emergency broadcasters. 

WARNING LEVELS  

 
 

EMERGENCY WARNING 
You are in imminent danger and need to take action immediately. You will be 
impacted. A Major flood warning usually fits into this category. Evacuation advice 
might be included in this warning 

 
 

WATCH AND ACT 
An emergency is developing nearby. You need to take action now to protect yourself 
and others. A Moderate flood warning usually fits into this category. Evacuation 
advice might be included in this warning 

 

 

ADVICE 
An incident is occurring or has occurred in the area. Access information and monitor 
conditions.  Can also be used as a notification that activity in the area has subsided 
and is no longer a danger to you. A Minor flood warning or Flood Watch usually fits 
into this category. 

 

 

EMERGENCY ALERT 
During some emergencies, communities may be alerted by an SMS text message 
sent to mobile phones or a voice message to landlines. 

 

Warnings, Staying Informed 

and Important Contacts 
 

Life-threatening Emergency  000 Triple Zero 

http://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/warnings/
https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicses
https://twitter.com/vicsesnews
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare
https://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/
https://relayservice.gov.au/
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      Are you at risk of flood? 
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      Are you at risk of flood? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


