
 

 

Gentle Annie Bridge : the King River washed it away in September 2010 (image RCoW) 
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King Valley Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1998 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 3.95 

metres at the 

King River 

gauge. 

There have 

been 6 

significant 

flood events in  

King Valley 

between 1917 

and 2010. 

Local flood information  

King Valley is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen separately 

or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the King river rises and overflows it’s 

banks, and spills water onto land.  

◼ The King River flows north through Lake William Hovell 

and the townships of Cheshunt, Whitfield, Moyhu and 

Oxley to join with the Ovens river near Apex Park in 

Wangaratta.  

◼ The upper King River catchment has steep topography 

down to Moyhu.   

◼ Water levels from the Ovens river can end up affecting 

the King river potentially causing, or adding to flooding. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

Why does King Valley flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event within the below town-

ships. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Flood Height 

(metres)* 
Potential impacts previous flood events^ 

3.95m 

Water Over Road 

Docker-Carboor Road is closed between Wangaratta-Whitfield Road and Oxley-Meadow Creek 

Road 

3.54m 1998 Flood Peak (Sept) large areas of farmland along King River flooded  

3.38m September 1998 peak height  

2.90m 

◼ May 1974 Peak height (2.91m) 

◼ Jessie’s Creek commences flooding near Mountain Hotel, Whitfield. 

Water over road 

◼ Upper King Road closed between Lake William Hovell and Cheshunt (south of Hamilton 
Bridge) 

◼ Gentle Annie Lane inundated 

◼ Satori Road inundated 

◼ Kind Valley Road floods at Chehunt Causeway between Whitfield and  
Cheshunt 

◼ Edi-Cheshunt Road flooded 

2.70m 

Property inundation 

◼ 2 properties at King Valley Road in Cheshunt commence flooding 

◼ Residential properties in Cheshunt Township likely to be evacuated 

Water over road 

Wangaratta-Whitfield Road closed at many locations e.g, at Edi Cutting 

2.60m Major flood level  

 

◼ Large areas of farmland flooded along the King River Valley 

◼ Kind River causeway at Cheshunt commences flooding 

◼ Edi Cutting camping ground inundated 

◼ Fosangs Lane residential land flooding 

◼ King River floods over the riverbank at Gentle Annie Caravan Park 

◼ At Cheshunt Causeway, abutting farmland commences flooding either side. 

Water over road 

◼ Upper King River Road between Cheshunt and Lake William Hovell starts to flood (south 

of Hamilton Bridge). 

◼ King Valley Road closed between Whitfield and Cheshunt. 

◼ Edi-Cheshunt Road starts to flood. 

2.3m Moderate flood level  

2.3m 

◼ Large areas of farmland flooding along the King River. 

◼ Johnsons Bride on Lake Buffalo-Whitfield Road (Black Range Creek) close to inundation 

◼ Land inundated where Black range Creek and the King River Creek meet. 

2.0m 

◼ At Cheshunt, King River level at the top of the bank. 

◼ King Valley roadside flooding commences at Cheshunt. 

◼ Low lying farland (Cheshunt-Edi) commences flooding 

◼ Local roadside flooding along King Valley Road. 

1.8m Minor flood level  

1.8m 

◼ Dry Creek commences to flow over farmland from Queens Creek to King River 

◼ At Gently Annie Caravan Park, King River approaching top of the bank 

Water over road 

Whitfield-Wangaratta Road, at Edi commences flooding 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

table provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

*The height measurement is at the King River Gauge at Chestnut.  ^This table includes information from previous flood events. 
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ North East Catchment  

Management Authority 

necma.vic.gov.au | 1300 216 513  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Rural City of Wangaratta 

wangaratta.vic.gov.au | 03 5722 0888  

Whitfield 
2010 

Floods 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV) 

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings together 

2D, 3D and live data in a single online place for everyone 

to use. The portal hosts some flood mapping data. 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event. 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au  

https://www.necma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-wangaratta-rural-city-council
https://www.wangaratta.vic.gov.au/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 106.5FM, 3NE Edge FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/north_east.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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