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Whorouly LFG Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Sewage overflows  

inside buildings 

Buildings  

flooded  

Roads & Bridges 

closed 

Power  

outages 

Mobile and  

internet network 

outage  

Drinking water 

supply and  

quality affected 

Oct 1993 is the 

largest Ovens 

River flood on 

record. Impacts 

were similar to 

floods in 1917 

and 1870 

Riverine floods 

often build up 

slowly, allowing 

early warning 

before it rains. 

This gives you 

time to prepare. 

 

Did you 

know?                    

In a big flood, 

flooded roads 

isolates or cuts 

off most of the 

community.  

Local flood information:  

Why does Whorouly flood? 

Riverine floods happen in Whorouly when the Ovens River and Whorouly Creek start to rise 
after sustained rain in the local area or in the high country further up the Ovens Valley. The 
waterways overflow their banks and spill floodwater into low-lying areas.  

 

Riverine floods can build up to big floods over a period of time, meaning there is time to 
prepare your home, business or farm. Whorouly has Minor, Moderate and Major flood levels 
set and uses the Rocky Point gauge (located in Whorouly East) to work 
out warnings.  

 

In Whorouly during floods: 

◼ Even though most buildings are on slightly higher ground, much of                                                            
Whorouly can flood in a big 1% AEP flood. See map p.4.  

◼ The township is often isolated, cut off by flooded roads. Homes and 
farms can experience significant flooding. Backflow from toilets 
often causes unnecessary damage. See p.11. 

◼ The Ovens is one of the few Victorian rivers that is not held back by a dam. This means 
fast-flowing, uncontrolled floodwater can come from the steep Alpine catchments. 
Floods in Whorouly can also be made worse with any extra floodwater from the 
Buckland and Buffalo Rivers.  

◼ Flooding in Myrtleford can be a good indicator of what might flow on to affect Whorouly. 
Myrtleford’s flood peak (highest level) takes about 1 hour to reach Rocky Point. 

◼ Rocky Point gauge is used to predict floods for Whorouly. From the gauge location, the 
land flattens out and floodwater spreads out across the Whorouly area. Sometimes 
flooding banks up with any Whorouly Creek flooding and along the old levees near 
Henley Ridge. After the river passes Henley Ridge, it opens to a wider, flatter floodplain 
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.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 

12 for more information. 

Check if your home, work, and travel routes might be flooded 

This map shows potential areas of flood risk in the Whorouly area. Make sure you take action to 

plan and prepare for floods. Can you find your property on this map?  See page 8 for more 

details.  

◼ The blue shading on this map shows the area likely to flood in the Whorouly area  at 5.81m 

at the Rocky Point gauge. 

◼ It uses Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which gives the percentage % chance of a 

flood of this size (or larger)  happening in any year.  
 

A 1% AEP means there is a 1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening any 

year.   

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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What might happen in an Ovens River flood in the Whorouly area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

Ovens River flood levels at  Rocky Point Gauge* (used for Whorouly area)   

Height* 

m = metres 
Potential / likely impacts and previous flood events in the Whorouly area 

Unknown The 1870 flood. History knows it as Ovens River’s largest flood (similar to 1917 & 1993). 

6.18 m 

October 1993 flood peak – largest recorded flood on the Ovens River. 

◼ Extensive flooding occurred across most of the Whorouly area. 

◼ Deep and widespread flooding impacted homes, farms, businesses, roads,    

bridges, fences and livestock. 

◼ Drinking water supplies and septic sewage systems were affected. 

◼ Several homes in Whorouly township and surrounding areas experienced above-

floor flooding. 

 5.92 m 

September 1998 flood peak – central township areas, including the Recreation Re-

serve, key public buildings and the shop, remained above flood level. 

◼ 300+ mm of rain fell across the Ovens and King catchments, causing widespread 

flooding. 

◼ Flooding from the Buffalo and Buckland Rivers increased impacts in the Whorouly 

area. 

◼ Several homes experienced above-floor flooding, particularly along Whorouly 

Road, Whorouly River Road and Whorouly-Bowmans Road. 

5.81 m  The approximate 1% flood level. Flood height shown on map page 4. 

5.72 m 

September 2010 flood peak (similar to estimated May 1974 flood peak). 

◼ Evacuation advice issued for several areas in 2010. 

◼ Floodwater covered sections of Whorouly Road and Whorouly River Road. 

◼ Deep, hazardous flooding occurred on Whorouly-Bowmans Road and Back Road. 

◼ The 1974 flood caused above-floor flooding to several homes and sheds. 

5.2 m MAJOR FLOOD LEVEL 

5.05 m 

Oct 2016 flood peak.  

◼ Many isolated properties.   

◼ Access in and out of Whorouly was cut off as many roads in and around the area 

were flooded. See list of road closures p.6.  

4.77 m 

Dec 2010 flood peak  

◼ Flooding in and around the Whorouly township, with Back Rd, Whorouly-Bowmans 

Rd, Whorouly Rd all being cut off. 

4.40 m 
MODERATE FLOOD LEVEL Above this level, properties north of Whorouly may start to 
get isolated. Maintain a watch on water levels. 

4.2 m  

Oct 2023 flood peak.  

◼ Flooding closes Snow Rd on Whorouly side of Henley Ridge and in Whorouly 

East. 

3.2 m 
MINOR FLOOD LEVEL and July 1981 flood peak.   

◼ Rural flooding along the river floodplain, some farmers will move livestock to high-
er ground. 
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What roads are likely to flood in the Whorouly area?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may be flooded. Even if there’s no “ROAD CLOSED” sign 
in place, if it’s flooded, FORGET IT!     Never enter floodwater. 

For known road closures during big floods, check VicTraffic at traffic.transport.vic.gov.au . 
 

VicEmergency emergency.vic.gov.au may also include important main road closures in its 
warnings. See pages 7 and 12 for more information about warnings. 
 
 

Leaving early is always the safest option. If you choose to stay emergency services may 

not be able to reach you. 
 

FOR FLOOD PLAN: In Whorouly, the Recreation Reserve Pavilion is a known “high and dry” 

place to shelter with other local community members. 

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

If the floodwater is deep enough, these roads are likely to be flooded: 

◼ Whorouly Road from township north and then west to the Snow Road (see picture be-

low left).  

◼ Whorouly Road between the bridge near Church St and the Whorouly Hotel (see pic-

ture below right and front page).  

◼ Whorouly Road around the Gambolds Lane and Baileys Lane intersection.  

◼ Gambolds Lane between Whorouly Road and the Snow Road.  

◼ Baileys Lane from Whorouly Road to Whorouly Creek.  

◼ Whorouly River Road from the Whorouly-Bowmans Road intersection to the Snow 

Road.  

◼ Whorouly-Bowmans Road from the Whorouly Road intersection to the Ovens River 

Bridge.  

◼ Back Road around the Lagoon Drive intersection and east towards Whorouly Hotel.   
 

 

The following community facilities may become isolated by road flooding:    

◼ Primary school, Shop, Church, Hotel, Recreation Reserve sport grounds. 

Whorouly 2016 (Whorouly Hotel) 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

NorthEast Catchment Management  Authority  .  

(                               NECMA 

For general advice about flooding and controls 

based on planning zones and flood overlays. 

◼ necma.vic.gov.au | 1300 216 513  

Rural City of Wangaratta Council  RCOW 

 

For relief and recovery support after a flood 

(or any emergency) and general land use 

planning. 

◼ wangaratta.vic.gov.au | 03 5722 0888 

 [Yar] 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  
Whorouly 2010 (VICSES) 

Flood Warnings & Rocky Point guage 

For Whorouly, flood watches and warnings are issued by the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) for the 

Ovens River downstream of Rocky Point. Warnings might include highest flood level expected 

(the “peak”) and what time the peak might happen.  

Ovens River, Rocky Point Guage can be found on BOM website.  

Rainfall and river conditions or using this link  

https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67209/IDV67209.582014.tbl.shtml 

 

https://www.necma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.necma.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
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ABC 106.5 FM or 675 AM, Triple M 105.7 FM,  

         2AY 1494 AM 

https://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/rain_river.shtml 

@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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