
Local Flood Guide 
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Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

https://www.ghcma.vic.gov.au/
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

1946 was the 

largest flood in 

living history 

which saw  

Cassady’s 

Bridge at 

Caramut Road 

washed away. 

There have 

been 12 

significant 

flood events in  

Warrnambool 

between 1946  

and 2023. 

Local flood information  

Why does Warrnambool flood? 

Warrnambool is at risk of riverine flooding, coastal flooding, 

and flash flooding, which can happen separately or at the 

same time.  

Riverine flooding  

This can occur from rain that falls upstream and it may not be 

raining in Warrnambool. When that happens the Merri River 

and/or Hopkins River rise and overflow their banks, spilling 

water onto land.  

Coastal Flooding 

Low-lying coastal areas in Warrnambool may flood due to 

storm surges caused by strong winds and  storms, resulting in 

an abnormal rise in sea level and the formation of large waves.  

Flash flooding  

Flash flooding is usually caused by heavy rainfall and can happen quickly, you may not receive 

an official warning. Although these floods only last a short time, they can cause severe damage. 

Flash flooding includes storm water that can become deep and fast flowing. Drains are 

particularly dangerous during flash flooding.  

 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 

Sewage overflows  

inside building 

Buildings  

flooded  

Road  

closures  

Power  

outages 

Mobile and  

internet network 

outage  

Drinking water 

supply and  

quality affected 
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Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

The map below shows the expected depth of a 1% and 20% AEP flood in Warrnambool. A 1% flood 

means there is a 1% chance of a flood this size or larger occurring in any year.  

The map is provided as a guide only and represents one of many flood scenarios that could occur in 

the area.  

AEP is the likelihood of a flood of a certain size or larger happening in any year. For example, a 1% 

flood has a 1% chance (or greater) of happening in any year. 

Floodwater can be very deep, rise quickly and move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding flooded areas.  
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Stay safe by never driving through flood water. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

During a flood the Russells Creek Path, Rail Trail and low-lying parks are likely 
to become flooded, and may be closed.  

The two pedestrian bridges in Woodford crossing the Merri River connecting 
Jellie’s Reserve and Jubilee Park, and at Miles Road can become inaccessible 
when the river floods 

Floodwater is a powerful force and there are many unseen dangers. You can’t see what lies    
under the water and you should never ride or walk through floodwater, and never allow children 
to play in or near floodwater 

If your property is not impacted by flooding, it is recommended that you shelter in place rather 
than try to drive through floodwaters. 

The following roads listed below may flood, and could be closed: 

◼ Ardlie Street  ◼ Atkinsons Lane ◼ Baynes Street 

◼ Braithwaite Street ◼ Bridge Road at Woodford ◼ Bromfield Street  

◼ Cody Place ◼ Conns Lane ◼ Daltons Road  

◼ Davis Street ◼ The Esplanade ◼ Fairway Crescent 

◼ Farnham Road ◼ Ferrier Drive ◼ Hopkins Highway 

◼ Illowa Road ◼ Japan Street  ◼ Landmann Street  

◼ Lightermen Lane ◼ McGennan Street ◼ Macdonald Street 

◼ Merrivale Drive ◼ Mervue Court ◼ Millers Lane 

◼ Morse Street ◼ Mortlake Road  ◼ Obrien Street 

◼ Pertobe Road ◼ Plummers Hill Road  ◼ Price Street 

◼ Princes Highway ◼ Queens Road  ◼ Rentsch Court 

◼ Russell Street ◼ Silesia Court ◼ Stephens Street 

◼ Swinton Street ◼ Wares Road  ◼ Wellington Street  

◼ Whites Road  ◼ Wilson Street ◼ Wollaston Road  

◼ Younger Street   

For current road closures, check VicTraffic (traffic.transport.vic.gov.au).  

VicEmergency (emergency.vic.gov.au) may include road closures in its warnings, 
see page 9 for more information. 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments 

◼ Glenelg Hopkins Catchment  

Management Authority 

ghcma.vic.gov.au | 03 5571 2526 

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and  

general land use planning 

◼ Warrnambool City Council 

warrnambool.vic.gov.au | 1300 003 280  

Evacuating due to Flood 

The safest option in the lead up to an emergency is always to leave early. Leaving early is the 

recommended course of action and should be your first consideration and included in your     

planning. If you would require assistance to evacuate this should be taken into account as part of 

your planning.  

If you do not have a means of transport to leave the area you need to have an alternative plan in 

place, such as leaving with your neighbours or arranging for family to help you evacuate.         

Remember: Leaving early is always the safest option.  

A designated emergency access route will be established through the Warrnambool Golf Course 

to provide rapid response and evacuation capabilities for the Younger Street area in the event 

that it becomes inaccessible due to flooding. Victoria Police is responsible for co-ordinating an 

evacuation in an emergency and will advise the location of the track once an evacuation has 

been announced. 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 9 for more     

Information. 

1946 Flood event 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events.   

◼ Floodwater estimated to be above 8.5 metres 

◼ 180-320 millimetres of rain fell over three days, 

causing severe flooding made worse by a storm 

surge reaching close to one metre 

◼ Seven people died, thousands lost their homes 

and there was extensive loss of livestock and 

crops 

◼ Infrastructure was impacted, with Cassady's Bridge 

and Woodford Bridge washed away 

Cassady’s Bridge, 1946 

https://www.ghcma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-warrnambool-city-council
https://www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 1602AM, Coast 95.3FM, 3YB 882AM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/glenelg_hopkins.shtml 

Page 8 

@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/glenelg_hopkins.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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