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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 2007 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 9.57 

metres at Lake 

Glenmaggie.   

There were 16 

major flood 

events 

downstream of 

Lake 

Glenmaggie 

between 1961 

and 2012.   

Local flood information  

Newry & Tinamba are at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen 

separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Macalister River and Newry Creek rises and overflows their banks, and 

spills water onto land.  

◼ Newry and Tinamba are built around the Macalister River and Newry Creek, and parts of 

the those towns are on the floodplain, the naturally low-lying areas more likely to be 

impacted in a flood.  

◼ Rainfall from as far away as Murderers Hill can end up flowing into the Macalister River or 

Newry Creek, potentially causing, or adding to flooding. 

◼ Water may be released from Lake Glenmaggie weir to avoid reaching capacity. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall naturally causing the water to 

pool. More buildings and less green spaces can impact this. 

◼ Macalister River and Newry Creek may quickly rise, causing water to rise and overflow its 

banks. 

◼ Drains and channels in the Macalister Irrigation District may not be able to hold the amount 

of rainfall, causing them to overflow. 

Why do Newry and Tinamba flood? 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 9 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a Minor (2.6m) and Major (5.3m) flood event 

when measured at the Macalister River at Lake Glenmaggie (Downstream) gauge.  
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View an interactive map using West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority’s 

Community Flood Portal, see page 8 for more information.  

https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67203/IDV67203.585235.plt.shtml
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Floodwater 

height* 

(metres) 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

9.57m 

June, 2007 flood event. 

◼ The largest flood on record for the Macalister Catchment was 

experienced after record rainfall fell throughout Gippsland with 

Murderers Hill recording 222mm of rain in a 24 hour period.  

◼ Lake Glenmaggie went from 50% storage to spilling over through the 

night. This event isolated townships including Newry and Tinamba, and 

91 residents were winched and airlifted by helicopter, or rescued by 

boat from the area.  

6.96m 

October, 2023 flood event. 

◼ The catchment received more than 150mm of rain in a 24 hour period 

causing the Macalister River to rise quickly needing urgent major flood 

warnings notifying the townships of Newry and Tinamba to evacuate.  

5.51m 

June, 2012 flood event. 

◼ In some areas of Gippsland more than 200mm of rain fell causing major 

flooding in most of the Gippsland catchments, impacting major roads and 

isolating towns.  

5.3m Major flood level  

4.5m August 2011 flood event.  

4.3m Moderate flood level  

4.21m October 1996 flood event.  

2.6m Minor flood level  

2.19m 

April 1990 flood event. 

◼ Large amounts of rain fell in the upper Macalister catchment and 

resulted in Lake Glenmaggie storage levels increasing from 11% to 90% 

capacity by receiving 113,000 ML per day.   

◼ Southern Rural Water commenced controlled releases as part of 

mitigating the flood down stream, which successfully reduced the flood 

effects for Newry and Tinamba and avoided major flooding at Sale.   

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you decide when you will 

need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the predicted floodwater 

height and warning information to understand what the potential impacts may be for you 

and your community.  

*The height measurement is at the Macalister River at Lake Glenmaggie (Downstream) gauge.  

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different 

flood heights and flows.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67203/IDV67203.585235.plt.shtml


 

 

Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events.  
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6.98 

Metres 

 October 2023 

Image: Tinamba Hotel, Tinamba. October 2023. Tinamba Hotel Facebook 

130  

Properties 

evacuated 

97mm 

24h rainfall^ 

9.57 

Metres 

Image: Tinamba Hotel, Tinamba. June 2007. Geocaching Australia 

200  

Livestock 

swept away 

222mm 

24h rainfall^ 

June 2007 

^ Recorded at Rain Gauge (Macalister River) at Murderers Hill on 28 June 2007. 

^ Recorded at Rain Gauge (Macalister River) at Glenmaggie Weir on 4 October 2023.  



 

 

◼ Dalys Road ◼ Dawson Street  ◼ Deans Road 

◼ Factory Lane ◼ Fairchilds Road ◼ Harpers Road 

◼ Hastings Street 
◼ Heyfield-Upper Maffra 

Road 
◼ Lower Newry Road 

◼ Maffra-Newry Road ◼ Main Street, Newry ◼ McKinnons Road 

◼ McLachlans Road ◼ Osbourne Road ◼ Tinamba-Glenmaggie Road 

◼ Tinamba-Newry Road ◼ Tinamba-Seaton Road ◼ Traralgon-Maffra Road 

◼ Upper Maffra Road ◼ Vardys Road ◼ Weir Road 

◼ Wrights Lane   

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 9 for more information. 
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6.34 

Metres 

Image: Tinamba, June 2012. ABC News Patrick Rocca.  

200  

Livestock 

swept away 

191mm 

24h rainfall^ 

June 2012 

^ Recorded at Macalister River at Murderers Hill Rain gauge on 5 June 2012 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be 

affected in a large flood event. 

 

Go to flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au.  

The Community Flood Portal, developed by the West 

Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, is a tool for 

residents and businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 9 for more 

information. 

View flood information for your property 

Your local services 

Image: Lake Glenmaggie. Middle of Everywhere. 

Lake Glenmaggie 

Southern Rural Water 

For information about Lake Glenmaggie 

including storage levels or notifications. 

◼ Southern Rural Water 

srw.com.au  | 1300 139 510  

Lake Glenmaggie weir is upstream of 

Maffra, Riverslea and Bundalaguah.  

 

Southern Rural Water monitors 

inflows and control releases from 

Lake Glenmaggie, working with 

Emergency Services when a risk of 

flood may exist.    

Local Council 

For relief and recovery support after a flood 

event. 

◼ Wellington Shire Council 

wellington.vic.gov.au | 1300 366 244 

Catchment Management Authority 

For flood advice and information on flood 

levels or depths when developing your 

property.  

◼ West Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority 

wgcma.vic.gov.au | 03 5175 7800  

https://flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.srw.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-wellington-shire-council
https://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 100.7FM or 828AM    TRFM 99.5FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml  
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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