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Sale 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 
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Sale Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Local flood information  

Sale is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen separately or at 

the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Thomson River, Flooding Creek and the Sale Canal rise and overflow 

their bank, and spill water onto land.  

◼ Sale is built along both the Lavers Creek and Flooding Creek, with naturally low-lying areas 

such as Desailly Flats, Myrtlebank and Wurruk are all located on the floodplains 

surrounding Sale are also subject to flooding.  

◼ Water from the Latrobe River can end up flowing into the Thomson River and Flooding 

Creek potentially causing, or adding to flooding. 

◼ The Sale Canal allows floodwater to enter the Latrobe River prior to entering the Gippsland 

Lakes, however, water can spill over the banks of the Sale Canal in times of flood. 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the amount of rainfall, causing them to 

overflow.  

◼ The Thomson River, Flooding Creek or Sale Canal may quickly rise, causing water to rise 

and overflow its banks.  

Why does Sale flood? 

Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1978 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 5.20 

metres at the 

Thomson River 

at Sale Wharf 

gauge.  

There have been 

3 significant flood 

events in Sale 

between 1978 

and 2007. 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant during a Minor (2.4m) and a Major 

(4.0m) flood event when measured at the Thomson River at Sale Wharf gauge.  
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View an interactive map using West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority’s 

Community Flood Portal, see page 6 for more information.  

https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you decide when you will 

need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the predicted floodwater 

height and warning information to understand what the potential impacts may be for you and 

your community.  

*The height measurement is at the Thomson River at Sale Wharf gauge. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events  

Floodwater 

height*

(metres) 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

5.20m June 1978 flood event 

4.23m June 2007 flood event 

4.10m June 2010 flood event 

4.00m Major flood level, See page 4.   

 

◼ Princes Highway may be closed at Wurruk due to floodwater.  

◼ Desailly Flats including Cunninghame Street and the sportsground 

experience flooding.  

◼ The Sale Canal area experiences floodwater rising across a larger extent 

including Grand Canal Drive.  

3.75m April 1990 flood event 

3.00m Moderate flood level 

 

◼ South Gippsland Highway will be closed due to floodwater, and affect low 

lying properties in this area.  

◼ Desailly Flats and Port of Sale will experience quick floodwater rise affecting 

Canal Road, Grand Canal Drive, Mcmillan Street and at Riverview Road.  

◼ Government Road, Back Maffra Road and West Simpson Street will 

experience flooding.   

◼ Properties on Stephenson Street, Johns Street, Dargo Street, Stevens 

Street and Parks Street will experience flooding.   

◼ Agricultural land in Myrtleford and Sale experiences flooding.  

2.40m Minor flood level, See page 4.  

 

◼ Low lying areas of Myrtlebank-Fulham Road may be affected by 

floodwater.  

◼ Low-lying areas of Princes Highway between Foster Street and Settlement 

Road, Canal Reserve, Dargo Street and Park Street experience flooding.   

◼ Rural roads including Waterworks Road, Centre Road, Pooleys Road, 

Spencers Road, Kearys Road, Tangees Road and Butchers Road areas 

experience flooding.   

◼ Stephensons Street, Maxfield Road, Lacey Street and low-lying areas 

around Flooding Creek experience flooding .  

◼ Areas of Lake Wellington and Sale Wetlands become challenging to 

navigate while flooding.  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67203/IDV67203.085272.plt.shtml
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Your local services 

Floodwater can be 

very deep, rise 

quickly and move 

fast.  

Stay safe by 

avoiding flooded 

areas.  

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be 

affected in a large flood event. 

 

Go to flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au.  

The Community Flood Portal, developed by the West 

Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, is a tool for 

residents and businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 7 for more 

information. 

View flood information for your property 

Port of Sale, October 

2023. Sale Gippsland 

Times, Zoe Askew.  

Local Council 

For relief and recovery support after a flood 

event. 

◼ Wellington Shire Council 

wellington.vic.gov.au | 1300 366 244 

Catchment Management Authority 

For flood advice and information on flood 

levels or depths when developing your 

property.  

◼ West Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority 

wgcma.vic.gov.au | 03 5175 7800  

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 7 for more information. 

https://flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-wellington-shire-council
https://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/
https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 100.7FM or 828AM, Gold 1242AM, 99.9 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml  
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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