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The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1995 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 5.70 

metres at the 

Merriman Creek 

Gauge. 

There have 

been 12 

significant 

flood events in  

Seaspray 

between 1916 

and 2012. 

Local flood information  

Seaspray is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen separately 

or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  
 

Riverine flooding  

This happens when the Merriman Creek and Lake Reeve rises and overflows their banks, and 

spills water onto land. The most common cause is prolonged heavy rainfall.  

◼ Seaspray is built along the Merriman Creek and parts of the town are on the floodplain, the 

naturally low-lying areas more likely to be impacted in a flood.  

◼ Rainfall from as far away as the Strzelecki Ranges can end up flowing into the Merriman 

Creek and other smaller creeks, potentially causing, or adding to flooding.  

◼ Flooding from as far away as Blind Creek and Monkey Creek can end up flowing into Lake 

Reeve potentially causing, or adding to flooding in Seaspray.  

◼ Low-lying coastal areas in Seaspray may flood due to storm surges caused by strong 

winds and low pressure during storms, resulting in an abnormal rise in sea level and the 

formation of large waves.  

◼ When the flow of water from Merriman Creek to the ocean is restricted by a naturally 

occurring sandbar the effects of flooding can last for a longer period.  

 

Flash flooding  

This type of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although 

these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ Stormwater drainage may not be able to drain the amount of rainfall, causing them to 

overflow. 

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rainfall naturally causing the water to 

pool. More buildings and less green spaces can impact this. 

◼ Merriman Creek may quickly rise, causing water to rise and overflow its banks.  

Why does Seaspray flood? 

Seaspray is likely 

to experience 

flooding after 

more than 36 

hours of constant 

rain in the Balook 

and Mount Tassie 

area.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood at 6.36m at Merriman Creek at the Seaspray Pump 

House gauge. This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) flood. 

◼ This means there is a 1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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View an interactive version of this map using West Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority’s Community Flood Portal, see page 7 for more information.  

https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what impacts can occur during different height floods.  

Emergency Warnings 

The Merriman Creek does not have a gauge with a Minor, Moderate or Major Flood Warning 

Service.  

The Merriman Creek at Seaspray gauge provides information on river level height to assist in 

predicting possible flooding effects at Seaspray.  

An emergency flood warning containing generalised flooding information for South Gippsland 

Rivers is issued when Seaspray is likely to experience flooding.  

Major  

impacts 

◼ Widespread flooding.  

◼ Many houses and businesses are inundated above floor level.  

◼ Properties and whole areas may be isolated. 

◼ Major roads and rail routes closed.  

◼ Many evacuations required. 

◼ Impact to utility services (water, power, sewerage). 

Moderate  

impacts 

◼ Water spilling over riverbanks and covering large areas of land. 

◼ Water above floor level in some houses and buildings.  

◼ Evacuation may be required in some areas.  

◼ Impact to roads and traffic routes. 

Water 

condition ? 
◼ Debris including trees and objects can be a risk to water-based 

activities.  

◼ Wildlife such as snakes and rodents can be transport by 

floodwater.  

◼ There is an increased risk in hazardous material and contaminants 

affecting the quality of water and wildlife.  

Minor  

impacts  

◼ Water spilling over river banks and nearby low lying areas. 

◼ Water coming up through drains in nearby streets. 

◼ Boat ramps, jetties and river or beachside areas can be unusable.  

◼ Water will cover minor paths, tracks, and low level bridges. 

◼ Some backyards and buildings impacted below floor level.  

◼ Waterside camp areas and some low-lying caravan parks impacted.  

◼ Relocation of stock required in some cases.  

In October 2024, Wellington Shire Council completed upgrades to the Seaspray levee system. 

The work involved minor extensions to an existing section of the levee banks and will reduce the 

impacts of flooding from coastal and riverine flooding influences during a 1% AEP flood.   

https://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67203/IDV67203.585046.plt.shtml
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Stay informed of emergency warnings through VicEmergency website, by downloading 

the VicEmergency app or calling 1800 226 226. See page 8 for more formation. 

The Bureau Of Meteorology issues both Severe Thunderstorm Warnings and Severe Weather 
Warnings and both can identify a risk of heavy rainfall, flash flooding, abnormally high tides and 
unusually large waves.  

These warnings are the earliest notification a community will receive that flash flooding or 
storm surges may occur in their area.  

Severe Weather and Severe Thunderstorm Warnings 

Flash flooding is challenging to predict. Victoria State Emergency Service uses VicEmergency 
to send emergency warnings about flash flooding. An emergency warning is usually issued after 
receiving reports from the public or emergency service workers who observe the flooding.  

Flash Flood Warnings 

You can check weather warnings at Bureau Of Meteorology website, by downloading 

the BOM app or by calling 1300 659 210. See page 9 for more information.  

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 

Sewage overflows  

inside building 

Buildings  

flooded  

Road  

closures  

Power  

outages 

Mobile and  

internet network 

outage  

Drinking water 

supply and  

quality affected 

The Seaspray drainage network is supported by pump stations and when power outages 

occur flood water can pool in streets and low lying areas until power is restored.  

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 8 for more information. 

◼  Centre Road ◼ Futchers Road ◼ Tip Road 

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.bom.gov.au/weather-and-climate/warnings-and-alerts
https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


View flood information for your property 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on your 

property and see if it's likely to be 

affected in a large flood event. 

Go to flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au.  

The Community Flood Portal, developed by the West 

Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, is a tool for 

residents and businesses to assess their flood risk.  

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more 

information. 
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For flood advice and information on flood 

levels or depths when developing your 

property.  

◼ West Gippsland Catchment  

Management Authority 

wgcma.vic.gov.au | 03 5175 7800  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Wellington Shire Council 

wellington.vic.gov.au | 1300 366 244 

Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events^.  

Intense rainfall occurred for days and areas 
of the catchment received more than 80mm 
of rainfall in 24 hours.  

Merriman Creek broke its banks to the east, 
west and north of the township causing 
extensive flooding across the floodplains 
and isolating homes within the Seaspray 
township.  

A total of 44 homes were flooded above 
floor level, and another 140 residential 
properties were affected by floodwater.  

^Flood mitigation works have been 
implemented since this event.  

September 1993 Flood Event - 5.53 meters* (2% AEP Flood) 

Seaspray township, Victoria State Emergency Service. September 1993. 

* measured at Merriman Creek at Seaspray Pump Station  

https://flood.wgcma.vic.gov.au/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/planning-and-advice/my-flood-risk/
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/flood-eye
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://wgcma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-wellington-shire-council
https://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 100.7FM or 828AM, 3TR FM 99.5 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/west_gippsland.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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