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Healesville Local Flood Guide 
Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

During the June 

2021 flood 

event, the Watts 

River peaked at 

3.34 metres at 

the Healesville 

Gauge. 

There have 

been many 

significant 

flood events in  

Healesville 

between 1984 

and 2021.  

Local flood information 

Riverine flooding  

◼ Riverine flooding happens when the Watts River and/or Grace Burn 

Creek rise and overflows their banks, spilling water onto land.  

◼ Healesville is built around the Watts River, and parts of the town are 

on the floodplain. The naturally low-lying areas more likely to be 

impacted in a flood.   

◼ Prolonged rainfall over a number of days or weeks may cause the 

Watts River to overflow, affecting the centre parts of the town. 

Why does Healesville flood? 

Flash flooding  

◼ Flooding from the Watts River with flows from the Grace Burn Creek can cut off the  

northern, southern and eastern parts of Healesville from each other for short periods. 

◼ During heavy or prolonged rainfall, the ground may be unable to absorb the amount of rain, 

naturally causing the water to pool.  

Healesville is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which can happen separately 

or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall. 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what the potential  

impacts may be for you and your community.  

Floodwater 

height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

5.10 metres 

1% AEP 

As shown on 

map on page 

4. 

  

  

55 properties at risk of flooding. 

In addition to areas affected at a moderate and minor flood levels,  

community infrastructure that may be flooded include:  

◼ Healesville RSL carpark 

◼ Healesville Walk Shopping Centre 

◼ Healesville Amateur Racing Club 

◼ Healesville Tourist Railway line west of Healesville-Kinglake Road. 

◼ Tennis Courts, Netball Court, Skate Park and BBQ areas in Queens 

Park 

◼ Queens Park Kindergarten 

◼ Entrance to Maroondah Retirement Village via Don Road  

◼ Car Park on River Street holding Community Market (1st Sunday 

Each Month) 

Essential infrastructure likely impacted: 

◼ Sewer Emergency Relief point, Railway Parade, Healesville  

 Extensive area flooding expected with properties likely flooded. 

4.0 metres Major flood level  

3.35 metres 

Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater includes:  

◼ Bus Routes 684, 685, 686, 687 & 965 (Night Bus) likely impacted along 

Maroondah Highway and Routes 686, 685 & 965 along Don Road, 

Healesville. 

Continued on page 6  

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


 

 

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 9 for more information. 
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*The height measurement is at the Healesville gauge at the Kinglake Road Bridge.  

^This table includes information from flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different flood heights and flows.  

◼ Bradshaw Drive  ◼ Juel Crescent  ◼ Rutter Avenue  

◼ Camerons Road  
◼ Maroondah High-

way  
◼ St Leonards Road  

◼ Don Road   ◼ Maroondah Parade  ◼ Walkers Lane  

◼ Donnellys Weir 

Road  
◼ Myers Creek Road  ◼ Wallace Parade  

◼ Glenfern Road  ◼ Railway Parade  ◼ Weiss Road  

◼ Healesville—

Kingslake Road  
◼ River Street ◼ Wilson Street  

 

4 properties at risk of flooding. 

In addition to the Coronation Park Picnic area and carpark, community  

infrastructure that may be flooded at this flood level includes Queens Park.  

River Street, Healesville is approximately 0.40m under water. 

3.20 metres Moderate flood level  

3.18 metres 

16 October 

2021 flood 

peak level 

Flood event:  

◼ Maroondah Reservoir reached 16.60m with more than 35cm flowing 

over the spillway. 

◼ Juel Crescent flooded. 

◼ 2 properties on Donnellys Weir Road, Healesville  impacted by flooding. 

 

2 properties may be impacted at this level. 

Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater include the 

Coronation Park carpark, and the Coronation Park Picnic area behind the 

Healesville Walk Shopping Centre.  

Water over the road may occur River Street, Healesville. 

2.85 metres Minor Flood Level 

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and  

overlays. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

 

 2021 

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  

October 16, 2021 

2012 flood event 

◼ During the July 2012 flood event, wild weather brought down trees and caused flooding of the 

Healesville Caravan Park. 

June 2021 flood event 

◼ During the June 10, 2021 flood event, the Watts River floodwaters peaked at 3.34 metres at 

the Healesville Gauge. 

◼ River Street and Wilson Street flooded.  

◼ Coronation Park, Queens Park and Beachworth Bakery carpark flooded. 

October 2021 flood event 

◼ During the October 16, 2021 flood event, the Watts River floodwaters peaked at 3.18 metres 

at the Healesville Gauge. 

Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods can help you  

anticipate impacts of future flood events. 

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

 

◼ Yarra Ranges Council 

yarraranges.vic.gov.au | 1300 368 333  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-yarra-ranges-shire-council
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/


 

 

Page 8 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 774 AM | 3AW 693 AM  

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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