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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

Warburton has 

experienced 

flooding major 

flooding 

including in 

1952 when 

water flowed 

through town.   

The Yarra 

Ranges area 

has a long 

history of 

flooding, with 

floods 

recorded as 

early as 1891.   

Local flood information  

Warburton is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding, which 

can happen separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by 

heavy rainfall. 

Riverine flooding  

◼ Warburton is built along the Yarra River and parts of the town are on 

the floodplain, the naturally low-lying areas more likely to be impacted in a flood.  

◼ When the area is flooding, East Warburton is most likely to be impacted by floodwater 

first. From here, the Yarra River flows right into the centre of Warburton, affecting areas 

surrounding the river.  

Flash flooding  

◼ Warburton can be impacted by flash flooding when heavy rain falls over a short period, 

and the ground is unable to absorb the amount of water, or stormwater drainage is full, 

naturally causing the water to pool.  

◼ Due to the nature of the land and surrounding catchment, water flows through the town in 

times of flood can be extremely fast. Water levels can rise and fall rapidly, sometimes 

flooding areas without warning. 

Why does Warburton flood? 

Although a landslide along the Yarra River is highly unlikely; there is a potential that in the event 

of a landslide, localised upstream flooding could occur in the Warburton Township.  



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater—

Warburton 

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What roads and areas are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads and areas listed below may flood and could be closed.  

WARBURTON  

◼ Acheron Way intersection ◼ Riverside Drive 

◼ Brett Road ◼ Thomas Avenue 

◼ Dammans Road ◼ Woods Point Road 

◼ Kellys Road  

◼ The Warburton Caravan and Parking Park, located on the north bank of the river. 

◼ Warburton Highway in Launching Place  

Whilst unlikely, if the flooding was severe enough, the Warburton Highway could be cut off 

affecting direct access to metropolitan Melbourne for a period of up to 72 hours. 



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater—East 

Warburton 

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads and areas listed below may flood and could be closed.  

◼  Armitage Avenue  

◼  Cement Creek Road  

◼  Hazelwood Road  

◼ Whitegum Drive  

Floodwater can be very 

deep, rise quickly and 

move fast.  

Stay safe by avoiding 

flooded areas.  
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

Floodwater 

height (metres)

* 

Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

6.24 metres 

1% AEP  

As shown on 

map on page 4 

and page 5. 

82 properties may be impacted at this level. 

Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater: 

◼ Warburton Caravan Park, Warburton 

◼ Warburton Reserve, Warburton  

◼ Sewer Pumping Stations at Dammons Road, Scotchmans Crescent, and 

Lincoln Road in Warburton 

◼ Sewer Emergency Relief Points at Thomas Avenue and Riverturn Lane in 

Warburton.   

3.50 metres 

Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater: 

◼ Warburton Christian School, Warburton Highway  

◼ Warburton Sports Ground 

3.0 metres 

Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater: 

◼ Yarra River walking trail at Warburton Christian School floods.  

Water over road: 

◼ Kellys Road, Warburton 

2.56 metres 

9 June 2021 

flood peak level 

Flood event summary:  

◼ Water World, Warburton flooded. 

◼ Warburton Holiday Park flooded.  

2.0 metres 
Community infrastructure that may be impacted by floodwater: 

◼ Warburton Holiday Park starts to flood.  

*The height measurements is at the Warburton Gauge, Yarra River. 

^ This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies which are scientific models used to 
predict impacts at different flood heights and flows.  
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below  

provides an idea of what to expect for different flood sizes.   

Minor  

impacts  

◼ Water spilling over river banks and nearby low lying areas. 

◼ Water coming up through drains in nearby streets. 

◼ Water will cover minor paths, tracks, and low level bridges. 

◼ Some backyards and buildings impacted below floor level  

◼ Riverside camp areas and some low lying caravan parks impacted. 

◼ Relocation of stock required in some cases. 

Moderate  

impacts 

Major  

impacts 

◼ Water spilling over riverbanks and covering large areas of land. 

◼ Water above floor level in some houses and buildings.  

◼ Evacuation may be required in some areas.  

◼ Impact to roads and traffic routes. 

◼ Relocation of stock required in some cases. 

◼ Widespread flooding.  

◼ Many houses and businesses are inundated above floor level.  

◼ Properties and whole areas may be isolated. 

◼ Major roads and rail routes closed.  

◼ Many evacuations required. 

◼ Impact to utility services (water, power, sewerage). 

Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and  

overlays. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Yarra Ranges Council 

yarraranges.vic.gov.au | 1300 368 333  

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-yarra-ranges-shire-council
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 774 AM, Yarra Valley 99.1 FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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