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Understand, prepare, and respond effectively to your flood risk. 

How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen quickly 

after heavy 

rainfall, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action. 

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 2011 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 4.77 

metres at Yarra 

Glen Gauge. 

There have 

been many 

significant 

flood events in  

Yarra Glen 

between 1992 

and 2021. 

Local flood information  

Yarra Glen is at risk of both flash flooding and riverine flooding, which can happen 

separately or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

◼ The towns of Yarra Glen and Yering are located on a floodplain, which means that in a 

flooding event the water is expected to spread and will move slowly downstream.  

◼ Flooding along the Yarra River can vary from fairly rapid rises and falls around Warburton 

and Healesville to slow water movement with prolonged flooding around Yarra Junction 

and Yarra Glen.  

Why does Yarra Glen flood? 

◼ Prolonged rainfall over a number of days or weeks can 

cause the Yarra River to overflow and flood the 

surrounding areas causing riverine flooding.  



 

 

Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 8 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

Floodwater 

height 

(metres)* 

Potential impacts 

4.10 Minor flood level  

 

No properties are at risk of flooding. The BBQ area entrance to the Yarra Glen 

Recreation Reserve and into the toilet block at Sport Oval, Healesville-Koo Wee 

Rup Road, sections of the Yarra Glen Racecourse, Yarra Flats Billabongs  

pedestrian bridge and internal track, and Sapdoni’s Nature Reserve internal track 

are at risk of flooding.  

Water over the road is possible at the lowest point on Melba Highway. 

4.57 Moderate flood level  

 

1 property at risk of flooding.  

Community infrastructure that may be flooded at this flood level include: 

◼ Most of the Yarra Glen Recreation Reserve and Showgrounds  

◼ More sections of the Yarra Glen Racecourse 

◼ Yarra Flats Billabongs pedestrian bridge and internal track 

◼ Spadoni’s Nature Reserve  

Water over the road is possible on the Melba Highway between Lilyponds Creek 

Bridge and Yarra Glen.  

5.0 Major flood level  

 

 

 

 

14 properties at risk of flooding. 

Community infrastructure that may be flooded at this flood level include: 

◼ Lilydale Airport 

◼ Bus routes 685 and 965 may be restricted along Healesville-Yarra Glen 

Road, Yarra Glen  

Water over the road may occur on: 

◼ Healesville-Yarra Glen Road, Yarra Glen between Bell Street and Yarra 

Valley racecourse 

◼ Armstrong Grove Yarra Glen  

8.40 

Flood height 

shown on map, 

see page 4.  

26 properties at risk of flooding. 

Community infrastructure that may be flooded include: 

◼ Yarra Valley Tourist Railway flooded between Yarra Glen Railway Station 

and Healesville Railway Station 

Roads that may be impacted by floodwater:  

◼ Healesville-Yarra Glen Road, Yarra Glen between Melba Highway and  

Yarra Glen Bypass.  

◼ Melba Highway, Yarra Glen with significant levels in parts between  

Healesville-Yarra Glen Road and St Huberts Road in Yering.  

◼ Yarraview Road, Yarra Glen.  



 

 

◼ The Healesville-Yarra Glen Road, between Bell Street and Yarra 

Valley Racecourse and between the Melba Highway and the 

Yarra Glen Bypass  

◼ Armstrong Grove 

◼ Bell Street 

◼ Yarraview Road  

Stay safe by never driving through floodwater. It can take just 15cm of  

flowing water to float a car, that’s the height of an average pen. 

What roads are likely to flood?  

During a flood, the roads listed below may flood and could be closed.  

For current road closures, check VicTraffic. VicEmergency may include road closures in its 
warnings, see page 9 for more information. 
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Previous flood impacts 

While no two floods are the same, understanding the impacts of past floods 

can help you anticipate impacts of future flood events.  

2011 flood event 

◼ On 7 February 2011, floodwaters peaked at the Yarra Glen Gauge at 4.77 

metres. 

◼ Floodwater impacted the Melba Highway at Yarra Glen and Yering between St Huberts Road 

and Bell Street. Roads were closed for more than 24 hours. 

◼ The Yarra Valley Racecourse was flooded.  

2021 flood event 

◼ On 11 June 2021, floodwaters peaked at the Yarra Glen Gauge at 4.656m. 

◼ Melba Highway at Yarra Glen and Yering between St Huberts Road and Bell Street. Roads 

were closed for 48 hours.  

◼ The Yarra Valley Racecourse was partially flooded.  

◼ Yarra Glen Recreation Reserve flooded. 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls based on planning zones and  

overlays. 

◼ Melbourne Water  

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22  

Your local services 

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Yarra Ranges Council 

yarraranges.vic.gov.au | 1300 368 333  

https://traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-yarra-ranges-shire-council
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


 

 

ABC 774 AM, Yarra Valley 99.1 FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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