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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1995 

when the 

floodwater 

reached  

5.44 metres at 

the Batesford 

Gauge. 

There have 

been at least 

fifteen 

significant 

flood events in 

Batesford 

between 1980 

and 2022. 

Local flood information  

Why does Batesford flood? 

Batesford has experienced frequent flood events since 

the early 1950s. Early records of significant flooding in 

Batesford can be traced back as far as 1880. 

Riverine flooding  

◼ When the Moorabool River rises and overflows it’s 

banks spilling out onto land, it causes riverine 

flooding. The most common cause of this is 

consecutive days of moderate to heavy rainfall.  

◼ The Moorabool River runs through Batesford, 

crossing the Midland Highway near the Batesford 

Hotel. It joins with the Barwon River at Fyansford.  

Flash flooding  

◼ This kind of flooding can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. 

Although these floods only last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

 



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for details.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant event that would measure at least 

4.75 metres high at the Moorabool River at Batesford gauge.  

◼ This height is 0.15 metres below the major flood level. See page 5 for more information.  
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Disclaimer: This map publication is presented by Victoria State Emergency Service for the purpose of disseminating emergency management  
information. The contents of the information have not been independently verified by Victoria State Emergency Service. No liability is accepted for 
any damage, loss or injury caused by errors or omissions in this information or for any action taken by any person in reliance upon it. Flood  
information is provided by Corangamite Catchment Management Authority. 

You can view an interactive version of this map using the Victorian Government’s   

Digital Twin Victoria Portal (see page 6 for details).  

http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67205/IDV67205.587028.plt.shtml
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=e69fa9ab-b98c-4d71-b9ac-3e930dac2ca3


Height* 

(metres) 
Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

5.64m  
54 buildings are flooded, with 35 flooded above floor level including the Batesford Hotel.  

Flood depth along the Midland Highway is now at about 0.70m.  

5.44m 

November 1995 flood event. 

25 residential buildings flooded above floor level and 20 properties were evacuated.  

Cross Street, Bridge Street, Midland Highway and River Street were flooded.  

5.10m 45 buildings are flooded, with 25 flooded above floor level, mostly on the east side of the river.  

4.90m Major flood level  

4.75m 

Flood height shown on map, see page 4.  

31 buildings are flooded, with 18 flooded above floor level, in River Street, Cross Street,  

Ballarat Road, Old Ballarat Road, and Regent Street.  

Access along the Midland Highway is cut, isolating the eastern and western sections of town.  

Most houses located between Cross Street, and River street are impacted by  

floodwater as well as the Batesford Hotel.  

4.61m 

5 buildings are flooded above floor level in Bridge Street, Old Ballarat Road, and River Street.  

Widespread flooding occurs to the north of Batesford. Floodwater impacts the north side of 

Midland Highway.  

4.35m 

Significant floodwater breaks out of the Moorabool River, flooding 4 buildings above floor level 

in Bridge Street, Old Ballarat Road, and River Street.  

Water spills over Cross Street, cutting access to the north.  

Access to Bridge Street is cut, with deep flooding to the east.  

Deep flooding cuts access to the western section of Old Ballarat Road.  

4.32m November 2022 flood event 

4.15m April 2001 flood event.  

4.10m 
Floodwater spills over River Street, cutting access.  

Most farmland and parkland along the Moorabool River is impacted by floodwater.  

4.07m January 2011 flood event. 

4.00m Moderate flood level 

3.80m 
More extensive flooding within the Moorabool River floodplain.  

Water begins to spill over Bridge Street, cutting access.  

3.19m 
Most floodwater is within the banks of the Moorabool River, with only minor flooding breaking 

out in some low-lying areas.  

2.99m September 2016 flood level 

2.70m Minor flood level 

*The height measurement is at the Moorabool River at Batesford gauge 

^This table includes information from previous flood events and flood studies, which are scientific models used to predict impacts at different 

flood heights and flows.  

What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in 

a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what 

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  
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http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67205/IDV67205.587028.plt.shtml
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority 

ccma.vic.gov.au | 1800 002 262  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and  

general land use planning. 

◼ City of Greater Geelong  
geelongaustralia.com.au | 03 5272 5272  

◼ Golden Plains Shire Council 

goldenplains.vic.gov.au | 03 5220 7111 

Midland Highway, Batesford (1995) 

In a flood emergency, stay informed through VicEmergency, see page 8 for more infor-

mation. 

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria 

◼ Use the portal to zoom in on where you live, work 

and travel to see if these locations are likely to be 

affected in a large flood event. 

The Digital Twin Victoria Portal brings together 2D, 3D and 

live data in a single online place for everyone to use. The 

Portal hosts some flood mapping data.  

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au.  

Spotlight: 1995 Batesford Flood Event 

5.44  

Metres height at the 

Batesford Gauge. 

35  

Properties flooded above floor Roads impacted: 

◼ Midland Highway 

(Ballarat Road) 

◼ Cross Street 

◼ River Street 

◼ Bridge Street 

◼ Old Ballarat Road. 

Time to subside 

Two days until the flood 

peak level decreased. 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-greater-geelong-city-council
https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-golden-plains-shire-council
https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=e69fa9ab-b98c-4d71-b9ac-3e930dac2ca3
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/portals/44/map/?share=161c6d46-fcc2-43ff-a47d-77bee29faa8e
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
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ABC 774 AM, Bay FM 93.9, K-Rock 95.5 FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml  

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

 

 

 

@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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