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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest flood 

on record was in 

1973 when the 

floodwater 

reached  

5.34 metres at 

the Inverleigh 

gauge.  

There have 

been 10 

significant 

flood events in  

Inverleigh 

between 1909 

and 2020. 

Local flood information  

Why does Inverleigh flood? 

Inverleigh is at risk of both riverine flooding and flash flooding which can happen separately, 

or at the same time. Both are usually caused by heavy rainfall.  

Riverine flooding  

When the Leigh River and/or the Barwon River rises and overflows their banks, and spills out 

onto land, it causes riverine flooding.  

◼ Inverleigh is located at the junction of the Leigh and Barwon Rivers and on a large 

floodplain, the naturally low-lying areas more likely to be impacted in a flood.  
 

Leigh River: Usually floods after long heavy rainfall around Mount Mercer and Ballarat. 

Barwon River: Usually floods after long heavy rainfall in the Otway Ranges.  

Leigh & Barwon Rivers: If both rivers rise to their highest level and the water arrives in 

Inverleigh at the same time, the township is likely to flood.  

Flash flooding  

This can happen quickly and you may not receive an official warning. Although these floods only 

last short time, they can cause severe damage.  

◼ Usually, this type of flooding only happens in the Inverleigh township.  



Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater  

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 7 for more information.  

◼ This map shows the area likely to flood in a significant flood event. 

◼ This is referred to as a  1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), which means there is a 

1% chance of this size flood (or greater) happening in any year. 
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You can view an interactive version of this map using Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority’s Corangamite Flood Portal, see page 6 for details.  

https://flood.ccmaknowledgebase.vic.gov.au/


*The height measurement is at the Leigh River at Mt Mercer gauge. 

^This table includes information from previous flood events. 
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What might happen in a flood in your area? 

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below table 

provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you  

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in 

a flood event.  

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the  

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what 

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.  

Floodwater 

height 

(metres) 

Potential impacts and previous flood events 

5.34m 

February 1973 flood event.  

Highest and most damaging flood in living memory.  

All shops and at least 50 houses experienced water above floor level flooding.  

Hamilton Highway closed west of Inverleigh.  

4.21m 

January 2011 flood event. 

The flood was caused by the Leigh River.  

Flood waters did not enter central Inverleigh as the Barwon River did not flood.  

Some outbuildings and sheds on properties along part of Cambridge Street  

experienced water up to 600mm deep.  

4.31m 

September 2016 flood event. 

Two people rescue from a car in rising floodwater on Teesdale-Inverleigh Road.   

Minor flooding of Lawson’s Reserve, parkland, and gravel roads along Leigh River.  

No houses were flooded above floor level.  

4.00m 

Major flood level  

Possible flooding in central and western Inverleigh depending on rainfall  

intensity between Mt Mercer and Inverleigh.  

3.89m 

November 1978 flood event.  

Significant flooding and damage in Inverleigh.  

At least 30 buildings experience flooding of some kind.  

3.77m 

August 1965 flood event.  

Highway flooding west of Inverleigh.  

No buildings Impacted in town.  

3.00m 
Moderate flood level  

No flooding in Inverleigh township 

2.00m Minor flood level  

http://www.bom.gov.au/fwo/IDV67205/IDV67205.589003.plt.shtml
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
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Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Corangamite Catchment  

Management Authority 

ccma.vic.gov.au | 1800 002 262  

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and  

general land use planning. 

◼ Golden Plains Shire Council 

goldenplains.vic.gov.au | 03 5220 7111 

Barwon River flood impacts  

◼ Rural residential proper-

ties on the southern side 

of Inverleigh.  

◼ River Reserve between 

town and the junction of 

the rivers.  

◼ Inverleigh Primary 

School  

◼ Federation Bridge ◼ Northern football ground ◼ Beside the tennis courts.  

◼ Roads: Burkes Road, Cambridge Street, Dawber Road, East Street, Hamilton Highway (west 

of town), High Street, Newman Street, Teesedale-Inverleigh Road, and Terrier Road.      

Leigh River flood impacts  

◼ Rural residential properties on the  

southern side of Inverleigh. 
◼ Park and River Reserve 

◼ Roads: Teesedale-Inverleigh Road, Dawber Road, Burkes Road, Hamilton Highway (west of 

town), Cambridge Street, High Street, Newman Street, East Street, and Terrier Road. 

What might happen in a flood in your area? (continued) 

Some of the potential impacts will be dependant on which river floods. 

View the interactive flood map on Digital Twin Victoria (DTV) 

The Digital Twin Victoria Public Portal brings 

together 2D, 3D and live data in a single 

online place for everyone to use. The portal 

◼ Use the map to zoom in on where you 

live, work and travel to see if it’s likely 

to be affected in a flood event. 

Go to digitaltwin.vic.gov.au  

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-golden-plains-shire-council
https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
https://digitaltwin.vic.gov.au/public/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/


ABC 774 AM, K-Rock 95.5 FM, 93.9 Bay FM 

bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml  
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/corangamite.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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